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against a concrete building. 

Another bombardment was ordered, this time con- 
centrated on the globes, their space fliers. Suddenly these 
were seen to rise into the air; and in the midst of the 
deafening noise, there shot forth from all their globes 
blinding, lightning-like flashes, accompanied by terrific 
thunderclaps— striking the massed artillery and military 
forces. These lightning flashes came in a tremendously 
fast, flickering succession, paralyzing in their searing 
heat, and striking with all the force of a million thunder- 
bolts, instantly enveloped the entire countryside with 
continuous white hot, explosive sheets of flame, shat- 
tering and destroying everything, and blowing up all 
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the ammunition and explosives gathered about. The 
entire earth heaved and shook, as i£ in the grip of a 
violent earthquake. 

The devastation caused by these electric discharges, 
tor such they appeared to be, is beyond description. 
Men and guns lay around in indescribable confusion. 
Many who were not dead seemed paralyzed. In less than 
fifteen minutes our entire artillery was completely si- 
lenced, and of the large fleet of powerful bombers nearly 
all were brought down. The remaining soldiery were 
ordered to retreat to avoid utter annihilation. A lesson 
was taught us in destructiveness, the like and the over- 
whelming power of which was never before experienced 
on this planet. Horror, consternation and anger filled 
everyone's heart. 

After the terrible destruction of our military forces, 
with their sickening loss of life, the Andromedans 
emerged from their fortress globes, and commenced re- 
construction of their shattered area. They made no 
effort at reprisal nor pursuit ; but the way they stationed 
their globes there could he no doubt that they were now 
ready to meet another attack very promptly. 

THE United States War Department began to make 
war preparations on a gigantic scale. The General 
Staff met and decided on another attack. This time the 
enemy was to be taken by surprise. All available troops 
were called out and stationed in a far-flung circle far 
enough removed from the affected area to avoid over- 
whelming loss of life. After all necessary preparations 
were made the attack in force was ordered. The Ninth 
Corps and five full divisions of the Second Mechanized 
Army, stationed on the west and north, and the entire 
First Mechanized Army on the east, converged suddenly 
on the enemy in their speeding armored cars. At the same 
time, the main force of all-metal war planes, each carry- 
ing over a hundred men, shot forward. Across the 
Ohio River, well concealed, were ranged battery upon 
battery, to intercept the enemy if they sought safety in 
flight across the river. The enemy was to be given no 
preparatory announcement of the impending attack, 
but were to be taken on all flanks completely by sur- 
prise and destroyed before they could get into action. 

With great speed our forces rushed forward, and it 
looked as if nothing could stop them. The orders were 
to kill or capture every living Andromedan. Then, once 
again, those terrible, flickering flashes commenced en- 
veloping and annihilating everything. Not one armored 
car or plane succeeded in getting anywhere near enough 
to come to grips; they were burned and shattered, or 
blown up by their own ammunition. Very few escaped 
when the retreat sounded. 

On the other side of the Atlantic, the Germans, aided 
by the BeJgians, on whose border the Andromedans set- 
tled, had followed the tactics of the United States forces ; 
and their attacking forces, too, were completely de- 
stroyed. The same fate befell the Russians. Following 
hard upon this, news reached the civilized world that 
another colony of these unwelcome immigrants had 
landed in China, near Hankow; and still others in Asia 
Minor, India, Egypt and Morocco. And from all these 
centers, reinforced by the constant flood of newcomers, 
the invaders were rapidly spreading out in all direc- 
tions. 

There was now no doubt about it. This faroff 
world in the remote reaches of space— the very existence 



of which was unknown to us, and such an invasion 
considered, if at all, as in the realm of the imagination 
■ — this far-off world, overpopulated, driven by a vast 
expanding life-force, and possessed of the power and 
means — were intent on sending their millions, even 
their billions, to colonize the Earth ; and if need be take 
forcible possession of whatever portions they wished. 

The more timid among mankind counselled that these 
newcomers should be left in peace, so long as they were 
not destructive of life. But the general opinion the 
world over agreed that the situation was impossible; 
that unless humanity wished to be shoved off the earth, 
as it were, the invaders must be destroyed, cost what it 
would. 

A GREAT international council took place in 
London, March 18, 1964. Things had come to 
.such a state that everyone realized the mortal danger 
which threatened the entire world. Every effort to re- 
sist so far had been smothered in destruction and death. 
No single nation could cope with the power of the An- 
dromedans. All the civil, political and military leaders 
gathered to decide how best to grapple with the common 
enemy. For once all nations and peoples were united. 
The instinct of preservation made the whole world kin. 

At a solemn conclave in plenary session it was unani- 
mously agreed that all nations,. big and little^ should each 
contribute according to their power and ability, in de- 
fense of the common cause. An International Council 
of War Ministers was formed. The supreme command 
of all the forces was placed in the hands of a triumvirate, 
composed of Marshal Francois Fournel of France, 
Charles H. Biggers, the American industrialist ; and Dr. 
Friedrich Hans Goiter, Germany's great scientist. The 
reason an industrialist and a scientist were placed in 
command together with a soldier was because it had 
long been recognized that in a modern war, especially 
in a war of this kind where industrial and scientific re- 
sources were the deciding factors, military strategy alone 
would not win. This was going to be no mere marcliing 
back and forth, or stalemated trench warfare, such as 
previous wars had been between members of the same 
human family. Naval power did not even enter into 
consideration. They could not be starved out. Here 
was needed science, industry— the artfully conceived and 
executed application of tremendously destructive power 
— to the end that these other-world enemies of mankind 
should be destroyed utterly ; or at least be forced to 
depart. Human civilization marshalled its forces and 
girded its loins for the titanic struggle. 

But every effort proved futile and without avail. 
There seemed to be no effective way to grapple with die 
Andromedans. Every new, every supreme effort was 
overwhelmed again and again. And like fast-spreading, 
mountainous mushrooms — mushrooms with deep roots 
of steel and bodies of indestructible material — the Andro- 
medan cities kept growing and spreading, ever usurping 
and extending — east and west, north and south — in an 
ever widening belt clear around the world. They altered 
the courses of mighty rivers ; they changed the very 
topography of the earth to suit the needs of their particu- 
lar civilization. Like a beautiful, yet malignant growth, 
they spread and covered the fair face of our good old 
Mother Earth. 

Extensive mine fields of the most destructive kind 
were planted in belts miles wide completely around their 
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settlements. To no avail. For as soon as the Androme- 
dans learned of their nature, the mines were quickly 
blown up from a distance by their terrible lightning 
forces. The explosions of these mines at times actually 
aided the enemy in their operations. Deadly aerial 
bombs directed from a distance by radio were tried. But 
these proved more of a boomerang- than anything else; 
for just as soon as the Andromedans, by means of their 
instruments, located our sending stations, they dispatched 
fleets of their invincible globes and made chaos of entire 
regions. Poison gas, of a new and deadly kind, invented 
by the English, was resorted to and a surprise attack 
simultaneously in many places did cause large loss of 
life among the enemy; but after that our forces were 
unable to get near enough to drive home. 

In addition to their shattering powers the Androme- 
dans employed a wave length of the ultra-violet type, 
entirely mysterious to us, but which brought paralysis 
and death at a great distance to all life it touched. 

New ideas, inventions, and suggestions poured in to 
Great Headquarters from all over the world. Every- 
thing that seemed worthwhile was given serious con- 
sideration. Holland flooded large parts of their country 
to stop the enemy's advance, but it proved a useless sacri- 
fice, for the Andromedans soon drained the flooded 
areas. In India, in northern Africa, large numbers of 
natives lost their lives in futile, fanatical charges. In 
Japan two entire armies were wiped out in a vain at- 
tempt to save Tokio. Brave men there were and many. 
But humanity simply was outclassed and overpowered. 
We could not cross swords with the enemy on an even 
basis. It was like fighting with bows and arrows against 
machine guns and artillery. 

In desperation the high command w r as finally turned 
over to new military and naval heads for a supreme 
effort. Enormous, frantic preparations were made 
throughout the wide world. Every Andromedan sector 
was to be stormed simultaneously with every possible 
means. It was to be a surprise attack on an epic scale. 

At the zero hour a radio signal flashed all around the 
world; and the entire forces of every nation, big and 
little were hurled forward to take by storm every 
stronghold, and overwhelm the invaders with one fell 
swoop. The attacks were terrific. Persistently and 
fiercely, with ever-mounting, staggering losses we humans 
drove on, ever on. There was no stopping, no turning 
back. Savagely, desperately our attacks continued in 
the very jaws of death. The heroic greatness of man, 
won with a billion deaths on countless battlefields, rose 
to supreme heights. The Andromedans, if they had such 
feelings at all, must have been filled with admiration for 
the epic spectacle of this magnificent heroism, which 
knew no let-up and defied death itself. But they had by 
this time become fully aware of the determination, the 
craftiness and the destructive might of us humans, and 
were fully prepared. They evidently expected it and 
were not caught unawares. Vast numbers of soldiers 
and other combatants were annihilated by their irresisti- 
ble powers of destruction. All efforts were futile. It 
was maddening not to be able even to come to close 
quarters with the enemy — it was like hordes of savages 
against organized steel and explosives. 

A GREAT and unexpected tragedy had befallen 
mankind. That such a state of affairs should have 
come to pass seemed unbelievable. Here was the shud- 



dering, the humiliating spectacle of Man, hitherto the 
lord of creation, bowing his head before a new master. 

The flood of ever-arriving Andromedans spread and 
spread like an all-engulfing ocean, steadily, surely, relent- 
lessly. Day and night a constant stream of their space- 
fliers dropped out of the sky, disgorged their passengers, 
and departed. They came by the millions. To the ob- 
server there was something overwhelming, something 
irresistibly cosmic, about it. As the Andromedans 
spread, humanity was forced to recede; not east or west, 
but north and south, for the conquerors were extending 
themselves in an ever-widening, continuous belt clear 
around the world. And as they spread, our cities and 
countrysides were completely leveled and reconstructed 
according to their own civilization. 

For countless ages Man had ruled the earth. When- 
ever he went all other forms of life receded before him, 
or became subject to his will. But his sovereignty over 
the world meant untold tragedy to the lower forms of 
life. Not always were man's conquests peaceable or 
bloodless ; in fact, they were seldom that. Always, nearly 
always, man's cruelty to animal life, even to himself, has 
caused endless suffering— often needless suffering. In 
his egotism and power man lias naively taken it for 
granted that ail living things were placed here for his 
special benefit — just given him to use as he saw fit. He 
tortured, he slew— he ate his living contemporaries. \a 
his vanity he built whole religions to justify all this 
cruelty. And this cruelty to life, although often inevi- 
table, was not always necessary. Many harmless, inter- 
esting species that took ages upon ages to evolve in the 
economic scheme of nature, man has utterly caused to 
become extinct without benefit to anyone— often for the 
sake of sport. Have the strong always been kind and 
generous? What of the Mayas ? The North American 
Indian ? And what of all subject peoples ? 

Overnight, as it were, the conditions had suddenly 
been reversed.- The tragic spectacle of mankind, which 
for ages had taken its overlordship of the earth for 
granted, suddenly found itself in the same position in 
relation to the Andromedans as the inferior creatures 
formerly bore to mankind. It is true they were spared 
the horrors of being eaten and used at wilt, as man has 
done with his inferiors; for the Andromedans had no 
need of man nor of the other forms of life. But ever- 
increasing masses of humanity throughout the globe 
found themselves homeless and poverty-stricken; forced 
to move on and on, always north or south. Families of 
wealth and influence, the rulers, the mighty of this earth, 
found their property and means of sustenance gone'; 
gradually but surely forced to the level of the lowly and 
dispossessed. Verily, a mighty nemesis had overtaken 
mankind, overwhelming and complete in its punishment. 
The good and the bad, the poor and the rich, the strong 
and the weak, the just and the wicked, the arrogant and 
the meek — all were engulfed in this consuming disaster. 

Still the inexorable spreading of the conquerors went 
on ; east and west, north and south. The mighty stream 
of their migration continued until they usurped the best 
of the habitable globe. Human civilization groped, stag- 
gered and fell. Suicide, pestilence, hunger and exposure 
took their frightful toll. Untold millions perished. 

At last the pressure of the conquerors ceased. The 
avalanche had spent itself. In this most frightful of 
forced migrations all semblance of order, all former na- 
tional boundaries and divisions were obliterated. All 
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humanity, or what was left of it, became as one. And be 
it said to the everlasting credit and honor of man — be- 
speaking the truly fine grains of gold hidden in his 
make-up— that a common lot and a common suffering 
united all; and heroism, generosity and self-sacrifice 
were common. 

A TERRIBLE pestilence had broken out amidst the 
surviving masses of humanity, the vast majority 
of whom were seeking to reconstruct their lives in the 
hitherto unsettled temperate and arctic lands. It \vas 
a new and unknown disease, quick and fatal in its effect. 
The air was full of it; and in the disorganized condition 
existing there seemed no effective way to combat the 
dieease. It continued to carry off larger and larger num- 
bers till it was feared that, what the conquering Andro- 
medans left undone, this fearful pestilence would com- 
plete. 

*" Prominent among the doctors in Siberia, battling with 
this new foe that was filling man's cup of woe to the 
brim, was Dr. Sakaida Kawamura of Japan, formerly 
a bacteriologist of the now destroyed Flowery Kingdom. 
With a group of American and Russian colleagues he 
labored to do what was possible in stamping out the 
dread disease. Dr. Kawamura had been the leading 
world authority on bacteriology. He finally succeeded in 
isolating the germs of this disease. Gradually an idea 
formed in his mind. He discussed it with his colleagues; 
secrecy was enjoined. A completely worked-out plan 
was presented to the Council of War Ministers, which 
still functioned. 

The plan was approved. As drowning men catch at 
a straw, so did those who kept their heads in this 
supreme hour of tragedy grasp at the new idea. Through- 
out untold generations, in his great trials, one of the 
saving elements of Man has been the magic word: 
hope. The idea did hold out great hope; news was 
flashed about without revealing its nature to bolster 
waning spirits and instill new courage. 

A secret expedition was carefully fitted out. It was 
a dangerous mission, composed solely of volunteers of 
all races, for it most likely meant sure death. Each 
man was carefully trained and rehearsed for his part. 
To be at all successful there could be no slip-up, for the 
enemy was sharply on the lookout at all times ; and it 
was extremely difficult to get very far into their terri- 
tory. The plan of action was as follows: Several hun- 
dred planes of the new kind, capable of over six hundred 
miles an hour, were each equipped with thousands of 
small cylinders containing the active virus of the terrible 
disease— thanks to Dr. Kawamura— now under control 
as far as mankind was concerned. The cylinders also 
contained, in addition to the virulent culture, quantities 
of fine steel splinters, and were made to float to ground 
where the slightest touch would detonate them, scattering 
the deadly messengers far and wide. The planes, sta- 
tioned clear around the world, each as close as possible 
to the largest enemy centers, were to dash forward, re- 
lease their deadly missiles at the right moment, and re- 
treat as best as they could. Thus it was hoped that in 
thousands of places these virulent germs would start in 
their deadly work midst the enemy and accomplish in 
their invisible might that which the most powerful means 
at our command failed to do. 

After every plane had taken its station, each manned 
by the pick of the world's aviators, a prearranged radio 
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signal flashed the orders to start these brave heroes on 
their dangerous mission. Though it probably meant 
death to them, it might prove the salvation of mankind; 
and they departed with the fervent prayers of all hu- 
manity for their success and safe return. 

Time elapsed. Nothing was known of the result A 
number of the daring heroes returned; the rest never 
came back. It was learned that thousands of the deadly 
messengers, in widely scattered places where the enemy 
lived in greatest numbers, went home. The disease was 
respiratory in its effect, and as the Andromedans were 
air-breathers, unless they were 1 far better equipped to 
battle with it than we were — in these matters doubtful — 
the epidemic should spread; and, being most violent in 
warmer climes, might destroy the hated enemy or, at 
least cause vast numbers to die. But, alas for the hopes 
of humanity. Nothing happened. If the pestilence did 
get a start, either they were more immune or their 
science was capable of coping with it. The plan failed 
to produce the desired result. Stark grief and despair 
seized everyone. 

FRANK RUSSELL HOPKINS, Sc.D., Ph.D., for- 
merly of Cambridge, Mass., had settled in Manitoba. 
Along with the rest of uprooted humanity he was en- 
deavoring to reconstruct as well as possible his shattered 
life. He had lost his only son and eldest daughter, a 
daring aviatrix, in the general cataclysm. With his wife 
and young daughter they had fled from their native 
New England home, which their forebears had settled 
centuries ago, and, gathering what meager possessions it 
was possible to take, moved north, away from the 
dreaded invaders. 

A time came when it meant sure death to remain. At 
first, great numbers, finding the usurpers benignly in- 
different toward taking Hfe, lingered on, trying their 
best to live among the conquerors. But this was a diffi- 
cult thing to do. For our bodily habits and manner of 
living were so distasteful to them -that those who 
lingered were at first unceremoniously pushed to one side 
— in such a manner as one would disregard a nest of 
ants — and then, realizing there could be no truce between 
themselves and revengefully determined humanity', they 
put to death those who resisted. Finally, exasperated 
by the tremendous and ceaseless efforts of us humans 
to defend our birthright, and harrassed by our constant 
incursions — for perseverance is one of the innate quali- 
ties which formerly aided Man in world dominance— the 
Andromedans destroyed on sight any human being 
within their reach. 

For several generations the family of Hopkins had 
been of the typically inventive type, contributing 
mightily to our vast industrial progress — usually with 
small recompense. As is often the case, the dreamer 
and the inventor does not always share in the fruits of 
his ideas; so the Hopkinses, though prolific of ideas that 
enriched civilization, lived with modest means — often 
even pinched for the good things of life. 

For years Dr. Frank Hopkins had been on the ex- 
perimental laboratory staff of a great industrial firm in 
Pittsburgh. For a number of years before that he was 
on the faculty of a large eastern university. But, finding 
the niggardly pay of the teaching profession shamefully 
inadequate, he resigned in disgust and joined the labora- 
tory staff of the Pittsburgh firm. He was an indefatig- 
able worker; his knowledge of physical phenomena was 
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far beyond the ordinary. Many an important discovery 
or invention, which he always assigned to his company, 
increasing their huge dividends, meant but a modest in- 
crease in his income. However, he was frugal in his 
habits, and, aided by an extra commission here and there, 
at the age of fifty managed to save up a modest compet- 
ence. 

The great, all-absorbing dream of Dr. Hopkins was 
the release of atamic energy. Locked up in every grain 
of sand, every bit of matter, were enormous stores of 
energy, which, if it could only be tapped, would revolu- 
tionize the world. For years all of Dr. Hopkins' spare 
time, and more, was occupied with this dazzling possi- 
bility. So absorbed did he finally become in his great 
dream, tliat as time went on he became more and more 
absent-minded, and his daily work at the plant suffered 
in consequence. It prevented the rapid promotion which 
his recognized great abilities might have brought him. 
He was a kindly soul, always putting himself out for 
others and beloved by all. 

Upon the inheritance of a legacy left to his wife, the 
family came into an independent position. She under- 
stood her scholarly, dreaming husband for what he really 
was and was immensely proud of him. She loved him 
dearly, forever looking to his comfort and shielding him 
from petty annoyances. They decided to leave Pitts- 
burgh, which they never liked, and once more took up 
residence in their native town of Cambridge. There 
Dr. Hopkins devoted all his time to the working out of 
his great dream. 

Several times he had been on the very verge of the 
epochal discovery — a discovery that would do for civil- 
ization what fire did for primeval man in the dim and 
forgotten past. He knew all this. But always that all- 
important detail, necessary to complete practicality, 
eiuded him. For hours, for days, his mind would wrestle 
with the problem, until weary and exhausted he would 
drop off into slumber, from which he would waken to 
take up the subject with renewed determination. 

On the bitter day of his forced migration, with fear 
in every heart, and the temperature hovering round zero, 
he managed to take along his beloved instruments and 
laboratory equipment. He cursed the Andromedans for 
interrupting his researches— just when he felt that the 
long years of his intense efforts, combined with his pro- 
digious knowledge, were at last about to come to a 
supreme realization. But there was no help for it ; the 
icy breath of death was not far away. And with the 
fear of the hunted, and the driven, which mankind was 
experiencing in all its bitterness, Dr. Hopkins and his 
little family departed in haste from their ancient home- 
land. 

Northward in their machines loaded to capacity, in 
company with fellow sufferers, they trekked their way 
in the bitter cold of winter. Whither, no one scarcely 
kuew — nor how it would end. Refugees from all over 
the world crowded into north Canada, one of the havens 
of refuge. 

In common with some of his former townsmen in 
far off Manitoba — for thus far had they been driven — 
Dr. Hopkins took up die loose ends of his existence. 
Rude shelters were built; bravely the semblance of a 
civilized life was carried on. Large numbers of people 
in all walks of life were crowded together, sharing the 
same hardships. The senseless frivolities, the stupid in- 
anities, which formerly loomed so large and important 



in the minds of many, were now meaningless— only 
worthwhile things mattered. In this great transvalua- 
tion of all values things were where they belonged, and 
the true were quickly sifted out from the false. 

The first signs of approaching spring were hailed with 
great joy and thanksgiving. The relentless pressure of 
the Andromedans had relaxed. There was time to 
breathe. 

Once more Dr. Hopkins took up his long neglected 
researches in quest of his beloved subject of atomic en- 
ergy. The profound misery of those about him only 
redoubled his energy and determination to succeed. Clear 
as a bell he saw the immense possibilities. If he suc- 
ceeded, a weapon could be forged whose irresistible 
might should redeem all for lost humanity; would re- 
place Man on the throne from which he had been so 
rudely thrown. His great mind bent to the task. 

IT was a great day for mankind when his efforts met 
with success. The final, elusive sides of the problem 
were solved. Again and again he tested it, thoroughly, 
positively— proved .to himself, beyond the peradventure 
of a doubt, that he held in his hand a new power, in- 
finitely great, for good or evil. 

Dr. Frank Russell Hopkins stood before the august 
Council of War Ministers — now shorn of power — dem- 
onstrating and explaining his tremendous discovery. 
With bated breath and shining eye he explained as best 
he could the workings of this infinite storehouse of 
energy, which he had solved at last through a combina- 
tion of discovery, intuitive deduction and ingenious in- 
vention. With wide open eyes and gaping mouths, they 
saw and understood. They saw its god-like power and 
significance. Carefully planned and rightly used, de- 
liverance could be wrung from the conquerors. 

The highly mathematical technical details were hard 
to understand for the layman and could scarcely be fol- 
lowed even by the expert. In general, and briefly, Dr. 
Hopkins had discovered a method of exciting the poten- 
tial energy locked within the atom, a way to break down 
the ordinary relations between its proton and electrons, 
thereby releasing forces that would all but detonate the 
whole earth, if not properly controlled. Once this ex- 
citation of atomic energy in matter was induced, it had 
a tendency to spread with an unquenchable fierceness, a 
degree of heat that would volatilize everything in its 
path; and unless stopped would continue its steady 
spread until the entire surface of the earth was in an all- 
consuming flame. Nothing could put it out. The heat 
caused by the release of this atomic energy would burn 
fiercely for months and years, burning itself out only 
when the atomic energy in the surface it was attacking 
was dissipated; and a diamond-hard, trancen dentally 
heavy substance remained as a residue. The disintegra- 
tion could not go far below the surface, as the free 
oxygen in the air was a necessary part of the consuming 
process. 

There was only one substance which was impervious 
to and could confine this all-consuming energy— a chalk- 
like substance which Dr. Hopkins had worked out. This 
could be easily manufactured in great quantities. Its 
successful formula had been the most difficult thing his 
genius had to contend with — the doctor had tried every 
known element and possible combination of elements — 
and its invention was perhaps the most marvelous part 
of the whole discovery. (Continued mi page 81) 



■' I f HlC Chinese, ingenious in 
methods of torture, have a 
very effective method for dis- 
posing of their victims or mak- 
ing them "confess" — the con- 
stant slow dripping of cold 
water on the head of the vic- 
tim. The very monotony of 
the slowness and rhythm of 
this continual drip, drip, drip, 
and the slow chill of the water 
•work havoc with the victim. 
But a slow, everlasting monot- 
ony is not the only sure means 
of eliminating human life. An 
accelerating rhythm of certain 
sounds must have definite det- 
rimental effects on the human 
organism — d ep ending upon 
various factors, some of which 
are cleverly considered in this 
story by Mr. Cloukey. 
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Then the 
tree of its 
listened to an 
unusual speech. 
. . . It was that 
suppressed pride in 
his accomplishments that 
caused him to tell his plans 



r' was several years ago, in 1999, to be exact, that 
Graham Greene and the Flaming Atom and I had 
our little adventure with the cold-blooded Calvroon 
and his rhythmic toy. It was quite a scientific 
affair. Because of my lifelong friendship with 
Graham Greene. I witnessed the entire drama from be- 
ginning to end without taking a very active part in it. 
Who I am doesn't matter, but I'll have to tell you some- 
thing about Greene and'ftfe Atom or you won't under- 
stand my story. 

First, Graham was the step-nephew of Elmer 
Calvroon. Second, he was a cripple and a scientist and 
a human, lovable man. The Flaming Atom loved him, 
loved him even more because he was a cripple. You see, 
he had been flying from New York up to the Maine coast 
to spend a week-end with her and her family, when an 
unexpected sleet -storm of exceptional violence had so 
blinded him in his littJe runabout sport model monoplane 
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that he had crashed in the New Hampshire hills. Both 
his feet were crushed and it was almost three days before 
he was found, so secluded was the place where he fell. 
Infection had set in, and in spite of the marvelous medical 
science we possess at the dawn of the twenty-first cen- 
tury, the left leg came off at the knee and the right at 
the ankle. . His heart was permanently weakened. 
Calvroon learned of this last fact. Graham never made 
a secret of it. 

Greene had been engaged to the Atom for more than 
a year before his crash. The accident made no change 
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in their plans. They had still almost a year to wait, for 
the girl's parents insisted strongly that she was not to 
marry until she was twenty-one. 

"Flaming Atom" was my friend's scientific pet name 
for her who had nursed him back to health and life. . It 
fitted her perfectly, whereas her real name, Elsie Damon, 
absolutely failed to do so. She lacked an inch or so of five 
feet, while Greene was six-feet-three with his artificial 
legs. She possessed a head of hair whose color closely 
approximated cochineal carmine, instead of the bricky 
orange common to most red-headed people. "With her 
intense restless energy and her turbulent emotional tem- 
perament, she thoroughly justified the appellation. 

He and she and I were listening attentively to the 
legal matter being discussed by Paul Jameson, family 
lawyer to three generations of scientific Greenes. The 
aged legal man was replying to a question that had been 
posed by Graham. 

"The first of next month will be the tenth anniversary 
of the disappearance of your father. Unless he should 
reappear before that day he will be considered legally 
dead, according to the present laws of the state, and the 
fortune will go to you, together with the only key in 
the world to Vault Number Three of the Second National 
Bank, which is one of the business properties your 
father controlled. In the vault are the only remaining 
descriptions and records, the notes, apparatus and instruc- 
tions which would permit a scientist to repeat one of your 
father's greatest discoveries, the secret of which, at the 
present time, is known to no other man. You are aware 
of that to which I refer. 

"If, however, you should die before the first, the for- 
tune and the key would then go to your father's step- 
brother, Elmer Calvroon, according to the terms of the 
will." 

Graham's artificial limbs were so scientifically perfect 
that in one sense of the word he was not a cripple at all. 
He seldom used the heavy cane that he always carried 
with him. As the three of us walked the short distance 
back to the spacious, well-equipped laboratory that had 
been the elder Greene's, I made a remark about the 
rather unusual provision of the will, which gave every- 
thing to Graham, and yet said that should he die every- 
thing was to go to Calvroon. I was unable to refrain 
from speculating as to the motives of the man who had 
written that will. My remark caused my friend to break 
his thoughtful silence. 

"Von, you know very well what is in that vault, the 
thing that Jameson so carefully avoided in his round- 
about speech. You're an older man than I am, and un- 
doubtedly you remember the events of ten years ago 
much better than I do. But I remember enough. When 
my father produced organic beings artificially in the lab- 
oratory, when he succeeded in the horribly complex task 
of the synthesis of protoplasm, when he found the secret 
of life somewhere in the phosphorus compounds, yet re- 
member bow his great work was received. Because he 
ftisisted upon keeping his method a secret, he was 
branded as a fraud by the scientists of the world, in spite 
of his recognized ability and his unstained reputation. 
The others could not admit the possibility of his accom- 
plishment without incontrovertible proof and demon- 
stration, which he withheld. They would not take his 
word. And he had his reasons for withholding that 
secret, Von !" 

Graham continued in a tone that grew more gloomy. 



"And the people of the world denounced him either as 
a fake or an atheistic, inhuman meddler in God's affairs, 
than which nothing could he farther from the truth. 
Fanatics made one attempt after another to kill him, 
believing him in league with the devil to destroy the 
world. Dozens of attempts were made to break into the 
laboratory and steal his voluminous notes and formulas. 
He killed one thief in self-defense. 

"Then he put everything in that vault and destroyed 
all keys to it but one, which is in another vault. Few 
people know what Vault Number Three contains and 
fewer know where its key is. 

"The world was no longer safe for Thornton Greene, 
branded as a fake by some and as a menace to humanity 
by others. After the sixth fanatical attempt to kill him, 
in which I myself barely escaped death at the age of six- 
teen, he disappeared from the world. But I know he's 
not dead ; even though he's never communicated with me, 
he must be alive in some part of the world, with a 
changed name and probably a changed face also, safe 
from identification, still making his marvelous discoveries 
in half a dozen lines of science. 

"The key will soon be legally mine. Unless my father 
returns or sends some message to me I am going 
to follow a plan I have long had in mind. For eight 
years I have been obtaining the best possible education 
along the lines of biology, organic chemistry, and related 
sciences. Most of the world thinks my father's records 
have been destroyed. That is what he wanted the world 
to believe. I hope I have qualified myself to understand 
and repeat his experiments, and to carry them further 
in secret. If I find any way in which his discovery will 
be of any benefit to the world I shall publish the whole 
process and vindicate him in the eyes of science and 
humanity. If I don't, I shall destroy every vestige of the 
notes, every shred of evidence. I think that is what he 
would have me do," 

The next day we encountered the rhythmic toy.' 

Elmer Calvroon had been planning for months to kill 
Greene. I do not think it was the money he desired. It 
was that scientific secret in the locked vault, the secret 
of synthetic life. Calvroon was a scientist, too, and to his 
warped point of view it was absolutely necessary that 
Graham Greene be eliminated. 

But he realized that he would be suspected at once 
should Greene be killed. The murder laws are strict ft 
was necessary further that Graham Greene be eliminated 
in such a way as to leave no possible clues to the manner 
of his death. It was highly desirable that his death 
should appear to be natural. Calvroon decided that he 
could not take a chance with any of the ordinary methods 
of murder. If he were ever to profit by the killing of 
Greene, the crime must be perfectly done. 

The device which the sardonic scientist called the 
rhythmic toy was bora in his brain from the union of 
two entirely different memories. One was the memory 
of the airplane crash that had deprived the tall heir of 
Thornton Greene of his feet. The other was the mem- 
ory of a few well-proven physiological facts. He con- 
structed the machine. After all, it was a simple affair, 
operated by a small electric motor. 

On the early morning of April 8, 1999, when my 
friend was alone in bis laboratory, he received a phone 
call from Calvroon, who invited him to come over to his 
laboratory and see a new invention. So Graham walked 
calmly into the trap. 
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To you who read this story, not having been acquainted 
with the two men for the long years I have, this action 
on the part of my friend may seem incredible. You may 
wonder why he did not suspect anything wrong. From 
my intimate knowledge of the men, I believe I can an- 
swer your doubts. 

In the first place, Graham was not of a suspicious 
nature. In the second place, the invitation was so natural 
and aboveboard that it did not arouse any suspicion. In 
the third place, Calvroon was an inventor with 780 
patents to his credit, and he was rather vain about it, in 
his cold, reserved way. It was his regular habit, when 
he had completed another device, to demonstrate it to 
his step-nephew before taking out a patent and selling 
the device to some firm that could use it. Several times, 
in company with Graham, I had visited the combination 
laboratory and machine-shop of Calvroon and listened to 
him explain, with that curiously suppressed pride in 
every tone of his voice, the principles behind some new 
addition to his large family of ingenious mechanical in- 
ventions, the details of its construction, its uses and ad- 
vantages over the previous machine it had rendered 
obsolete. So on this morning Graham thought merely 
that his step-uncle had completed some new machine and 
was ready to demonstrate it. He went over to the other 
laboratory without the faintest shadow of a suspicion 
that Calvroon fully intended to kill him in cold blood in 
order to obtain those records and notes in Vault Number 
Three. 

I had just finished a late breakfast and was idly won- 
dering why Thornton Greene had equipped Vault 
Number Three with a key instead of the usual combina- 
tion lock, for it seemed to me that the latter would have 
served his purpose well, when the Atom called me on the 
'phone and announced that Graham was not at his lab- 
oratory, but had left a note for her saying that he had 
gone to Calvroon's. 

The Atom was immediately suspicious of Calvroon. 
She had never liked him. She explained that Graham 
had expected her to arrive about noon, and had left the 
note in case he hadn't returned by that time. She had 
arrived early and had found the note. Then, she told 
me, she had telephoned to Calvroon several times with- 
out any of her calls being answered. She was anxious 
about her fiance\ and asked me to accompany her on a 
visit to the laboratory of the step-uncle to investigate. I 
agreed, for I could easily detect the fear and suspicion 
in her voice. I called Calvroon myself and got no answer. 

I felt uneasy at once. Calvroon liad always impressed 
me as a man who would stop at nothing to gain his ends. 
Suddenly it seemed quite possible to me that he was 
planning to abduct and kill my friend in order to obtain 
the key to life. A hard and selfish man, Calvroon. He 
wanted the secret all for himself. I don't think it ever 
occurred to him to ask Graham to share it with him. If 
he had, Graham would in all probability have refused. 

After I had rung the bell and knocked on the door for 
more than five minutes it opened and Calvroon himself 
stepped out of his laboratory. Seeing the Atom and me, 
he inquired in a level, balanced, cold, and rigid voice,' 
"What do you want ?" 

I invented some plausible fiction on the spur of the 
moment 

"I want to see Graham Greene," I stated. "An 
important message has just arrived for him and I must 
deliver it at once." 



"You're lying, Von der Konz. Besides," he added 
almost hastily, "Graham Greene is not here." He turned 
on his heel to reenter the lab. The Flaming Atom 
flared up angrily. 

"You're lying. He is here." 

Before he could stop her she had darted past him into 
the laboratory. Calvroon turned silently and followed 
her, trying to slam the door in my face, but I was in as 
soon as he was. The Atom was throwing open a heavy 
"icebox" door at one end of the room, a door that was 
obviously soundproof, as was the room to which it gave 
ingress. Calvroon had apparently come out of this room 
to answer the bell, and had left the door open a fraction 
of an inch. 

In two seconds the cold-blooded madman at my side 
produced a small derringer pistol, the type that fires those 
murderous mushroom slugs, from a cleverly concealed 
sleeve holster, and shot down the Atom. She fell in a 
little heap in the doorway. I made an involuntary mo- 
tion toward Calvroon and found the little gun with the 
big bore looking me in tbe eye. Calvroon's eyelids 
drooped a little as he enunciated his threat. 

"If you move one inch. Von der Konz, I shall kill you." 

I did not move. I was not armed and I had seen 
enough to convince me that my captor would carry out 
his threat. I permitted my hands to be bound behind me 
with small but very strong metallic cords. Then I was 
efficiently gagged. 

Calvroon's bullet had glanced off the Atom's temple, 
stunning her, but inflicting only a minor flesh wound 
which bled profusely. She regained consciousness just 
as the man with the gun finished binding and gagging 
her. 

Then Calvroon took tis both into the soundproof 
room. Graham Greene was there, gagged and tied to a 
chair. His face was a study in despair when he caught 
sight of the girl with the red blood slowly dripping from 
her temple. He made one mighty but ineffectual effort 
to free himself. Calvroon used the gun to persuade me 
to submit to being bound to another chair. Then be took 
the kicking, struggling, gagged girl from her lover's side 
and bound her to a third chair. Finally he stood off and 
regarded the three of us with an almost puzzled ex- 
pression. 

Then the three of us listened to an unusual speech. 
Calvroon calmly announced his intention of killing us all 
and then proceeded to explain to us just how he was 
going to do it„in precisely the same tone as he used when 
explaining some new invention. It was that suppressed 
pride in his accomplishments that caused him to tell us 
his plans. Some of what he said follows : 

"When. I first decided to kill you, Greene, I realized 
that it would be best not to use any ordinary method of 
inflicting death. Chemistry today is marvelously ad- 
vanced. Any known poison could be detected. All 
deaths by violence are strictly investigated. And I real- 
ized that I would immediately be suspected because of 
the terms of that will. So I devised a method of killing 
you that will leave no possible clue to the manner of your 
death. When you are found in your own laboratory to- 
morrow or the next day no one will suspect that you 
didn't die of simple heart failure. If they do suspect, it 
will never be proved, for I am going to kill you scientific- 
ally without leaving the slightest evidence of that fact. 

"I have recently been working on a number of im- 
provements to the pipe-organ, and I had this sound-proof 
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room constructed because some officials of the hospital 
near by complained to the authorities about the various 
noises, musical and otherwise, that I was producing 
practically all of the time. This room permitted me to 
carry on such experiments without moving my whole 
laboratory, for the room is absolutely sound-proof. 

"In the compartment in the wall behind that lattice- 
work you see at the left, which compartment extends also 
down into the basement, are several organ pipes which I 
was using a few months ago to produce very low notes 
for experimental purposes, some of the notes being so 
low that only vibrations were produced. This little 
switch in the wall, when I throw it, will start an electric 
motor which will compress sufficient air to play the pipes, 
though I am only going to use one note. The organ pipes 
together with an automatic device for gradually increas- 
ing the speed of the machine that plays them, constitute 
the invention I call my rhythmic toy. 

"Let me explain a few facts about rhythm. Why is 
it that music affects a human being? Why does a snappy, 
rapid march make us feel energetic., patriotic ? Why does 
a funeral march cause the average person to feel sad, 
melancholy, and depressed? How can we explain the 
effect of syncopated jazz? 

"Part of the answer to these questions is in the music 
itself, the major or minor key, the sharps and flats, the 
tones of the instruments. But rhythm plays fay far the 
greater part in it. 

"The human heart has a strong tendency to beat in 
time with any well-marked rhythm. A rapid march has 
a strongly marked rhythm that is faster than the usual 
beating of the heart. The heart increases its speed to 
keep up with the regular boom of the big bass drum. 
Consequently, blood is supplied more rapidly to the brain 
and to the muscles. As a result the body and the mind 
are stimulated to increased activity fay this supply of 
fresh blood. That's why a dance tune will set your toes 
twitching. Also, the increased flow of blood removes im- 
purities from the tissues more rapidly, and the person 
feels more healthful and more energetic. 

"The same thing is true of a funeral march. It too 
possesses a well-marked rhythm, but in this case it is 
slower than the usual beat of the heart. Involuntarily, 
the heart slows down to keep with it, and blood is sup- 
plied to the tissues more slowly. Therefore, the mind 
is sad and depressed, and the body dull and lethargic. 
„ "The American Indians and other savages all over the 
world were accustomed to hold meetings about their 
campfires and chant their strangely rhythmic war songs 
to the accompaniment of the hollow note of the tom-tom, 
before starting out on the war-path. The individual who 
beat the tom-tom (although he was totally ignorant of the 
science involved), started at about the regular beat of 
the heart and slowly but steadily increased the speed 
until the savages, their blood surging through their 
arteries, had worked themselves into a frenzy of excite- 
ment and courage which they did not ordinarily possess. 

"It seems that the lower the note, the greater the effect. 
In a band or an orchestra one does not notice the rhythm 
of the music of the trumpet or of the piccolo nearly as 
much as the rhythm of the bass instruments. The drum- 
mer sets the rhythm in a band. 

"The machine that will play this organ pipe will pro- 
duce short, rapid, low notes, all alike except that every 
■fourth tone will he slightly accented. The speed will 
very slowly increase. 
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"If I started it at too great a speed, your heart could 
not go with it, but instead would beat with every other 
note, or every third or fourth note, as the case might be. 
So I shall start it at the average beat of the heart, about 
seventy five beats a minute, and it will slowly, very slowly 
indeed, increase in speed until five hundred or even more 
short separate notes are produced a minute. But that 
speed will hardly be necessary. Long before it reaches 
that extreme rate your weakened heart, Greene, will giva 
way under the strain. You will be dead. 

"Though my actual crime will be perfectly done, I am 
just now realizing that I have been grossly careless in the 
preliminary matters. I have permitted you two others 
to discover me with the greatest ease. I have been de- 
voting too much thought to the technical side of the mat- 
ter and not enough to the practical side. A failing of the 
scientific mind, I suppose — the so-called one-track mind. 
I should never have been so careless. 

"It is obvious that your meddling must be rewarded by 
death. I strongly doubt that my machine will be able 
to work your hearts to death in the same way as it will 
Greene's, for yours are healthy and normal while his has 
been greatly weakened. You will probably be able to sur- 
vive the utmost rate of speed I can obtain, but again 
you may not. I shall lose nothing by trying. It may 
save me the trouble and danger of disposing of you in 
any other way. 

"It occurs to me now that perhaps I can put your 
bodies in a radio-controlled plane and crash it. Then it 
will seem as if Graham Greene died of heart-failure when 
he learned that his fiance had eloped with his best 
friend. The shock of that double disloyalty will seem to 
have been too much for him." 

Perhaps it was that incredible, inhuman pride that 
prompted him to brag to us of his clever way of killing 
us that made us hate him the most. Or perhaps it was 
the last part of his plan. The Flaming Atom and I were 
close personal friends ; futhermore we were both racing 
pilots and had each distinguished himself by capturing 
a world's record now and then. Because Graham Greene 
was my friend and the Flaming Atom's sweetheart, our 
three names were often mentioned together in the news- 
papers. Calvroon's explanation of our presence in the 
crashed plane would have been very convincing to the 
public. 

Calvroon said much more which need not he added 
here. We could do nothing but sit there and listen to 
him. Among other details we learned that he had been 
making the final adjustments on the machine when the 
Atom and I had knocked on the door. He had heard us 
only because he had happened to leave the door of the 
sound-proof room open. 

Calvroon started the device and left the room, closing 
the heavy door. As near as I can judge, that was at 
three or four o'clock in the afternoon. 

For three hours, three hours that seemed as three 
thousand eternities, I listened to the damnable, never- 
ceasing, steady, rhythmic, monotonous, hollow notes that 
ever and ever came faster, but whose speed increased so 
slowly. I knew that the blood was rushing through my 
veins, but I assure you that I was not feeling either elated 
or patriotic. My surplus energy was being used up by 
the fear that I could not conquer, by my great anxiety 
for my friends, and most of all by my anger and hate. 
Mentally I cursed his soul to hell at least three trillion 
times. 
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It was at the end of those three terrible hours that 
Graham's head suddenly sagged forward and he was 
still, A strangled scream came through the Atom's gag 
and great tears formed in her eyes. I looked toward my 
friend, limp in the bonds that held him to his chair and I 
swore that somehow I would revenge him. I could al- 
most read the Atom's eyes. In them, too, I saw that 
determination to get revenge. It had been such a cruel 
death, her eyes told me. Calvroon had taken advantage 
of the weakness of his heart to kill him, had tortured him 
for three hours after telling him how he was to die. I 
was soui-sick to see the love and pity in her eyes. There 
were love and pity in mine too. 

All during those three hours the blood had been trick- 
ling down from the wound in the Flaming Atom's temple. 
The blood had not clotted very well. For three hours 
she had been bleeding, and the loss of blood soon weak- 
ened her. She sagged forward too, and I was glad. 

She had fainted from Joss of blood and the shock she 
had endured. The rhythmic toy had no power over her 
now. She did not hear it. I could see her bosom rise and 
fall with her slow regular breathing. The thought came 
to me that perhaps her wound was to save her life, that 
perhaps Calvroon had defeated his own purpose to a 
certain extent, by shooting her. Her weary, broken 
heart was at rest. 

But mine was not. The unending throbbing hollow 
note filled the room with its reverberations. Always it 
was the merest trifle faster. Though I knew that it was 
useless, I used every last ounce of nerve force and will- 
power I possessed in vainly trying to control the beating 
of my heart, trying to make it obey me and beat more 
slowly in spite of the rhythmic monster. I sweated blood 
trying to make my heart obey me. It can't be done. 

Then I tried to go to sleep, to outwit the rhythm that 
way. Did you ever try to go to sleep in a room next to 
a loud and never-ceasing jazz band, and lie awake hour 
after hour restless and uneasy, because of its rhythm 
and its discords ? Then perhaps you can comprehend the 
merest trifle of the agony I endured, waiting for a 
rhythmic death. 

I wondered if it were within the limits of possibility 
that Thornton Greene would return from his hiding and 
arrive in time to avenge his son and save the lives of the 
Atom and me, to say nothing of saving his precious 
secret from one who had no right to it. ' But that was a 
last desperate forlorn hope. Thornton Greene did not 
come back from the dead. 



It was late at night when Elmer Calvroon entered 
again the sound-proof room. He saw my face and 
cringed a moment from the hate he saw there. 

He collected himself immediately, however, and ad- 
vanced toward the figure of Graham Greene, still hang- 
ing limp in the chair. His coming awoke the Atom and 
another choked scream came from her, as he untied the 
bonds. He paid no attention to her, and finished untying 
the thin, strong, metallic cords that held the tall young 
scientist. 

Then with a dramatic suddenness that affected my 
heart more than any devilish rhythm could ever have 
done, the dead man stood up rapidly, firmly, and solidly 
on two scientifically perfect artificial legs and swung a 
beautifully clean and efficient right to the jaw that lifted 
his arch-enemy off his feet and deposited him recumbent 
on the hard floor. 

Graham Greene ungagged himself and snapped off the 
rhythmic toy. 

Then he released the radiantly happy Atom and his 
unbelieving friend with the guttural German name from 
their respective bonds and tied his step-uncle thoroughly, 
gagging him for good measure. 

"Von," he said, "will you run in the other room and 
can up the police? I'd tike to kill this fiend, but it's 
against the law." I lost no time in doing as be requested. 

When I returned, the Flaming Atom was standing on 
a chair with her arms around Graham's neck. Love 
laughs at trivial differences in altitude. 

Half an hour later, when the Atom finally consented to 
release him for a minute or two, he cleared up that mys- 
tery that had been puzzling me ever since he had cleaned 
up Calvroon. 

"Von, my friend, I'm sorry if you tliought I was dead 
when I dropped off to sleep there. That rhythmic toy 
would be deadly to most people. It probably tortured 
you terribly. There's not a tiling wrong with the prin- 
ciple behind it. But for one thing, it would have killed 
me quickly. 

"It's a scientific fact, Von, that some people can hear 
sounds that others can't. My ears are exceptionally high- 
pitched. I can hear the squeak of a bat and other shrill 
sounds that the majority of people can not hear. 
Calvroon chose the lowest note he could to be quite sure 
our hearts would stay with the rhythm, and it was just 
below the range of my audibility. I could go to sleep in 
perfect comfort, except for that gag, in a room that 
seemed to me to be as silent as the tomb." 



The End 
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CHAPTER XVII 
The Lord of Flame 

I MUST have stood there many minutes, lost in 
fearful reverie. Unconsciously I heard Sam and 
Xenora moving about below, heard faintly the 
murmur of their conversation. At last my grim 
forebodings of the horror that was to come were 
interrupted by Sam's cheerful hail, and I went below. 
I came upon Xenora in the cabin. She was arrayed in 
a fresh suit of my white flannels that Sam had laid out 
for her; and evidently she had been under the shower, 
for drops of water still gleamed on her dark hair. She 
looked freshly, incredibly beautiful, dressed even as she 

I must have flushed somewhat, for she laughed at me. 
But she showed no anger or displeasure— she had not 
resented what I had done. She looked squarely at me 
.with those cool violet eyes that shone with humor and 
human feeling. I read honest understanding in their 
clear depths, and suddenly I went to her and held out 
my hands. She took them in her slender ones. 

Presently we went in together to Sam's wonderful 
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feast. He had the little dining room spick and span 
as usual, with the windows screened and the white lights 
going to shut out the terrible red glare. It was very 
cool in the soft breezes from the fans, and we three sat 
down in comfort to the delicacies he had prepared 

Sam still remembered what I had taught him, so many 
years ago, of Xenora's language, so that he was able to 
converse m it. "It'll be some revelation to the old dead- 
heads at the Academy if we ever get back and publish 
our account," he said. "They have never admitted tel- 
epathy, just because the phenomenon of thought trans- 
ference depends upon such delicate attunement of minds 
that it cannot be reproduced at will. Of course, we don't 
know just how much the radio had to do with it in your 
case. Undoubtedly it served as a carrying wave, at first 
at least. But anyhow, it would be some bombshell to 
toss among my old associates!" 

"Who cares what they think about it?" I said 
"We've found her. That's all that matters !" 

Xenora sat down eagerly. I found joy in watching 
her eat. She manipulated her unfamiliar fork with in- 
stinctive culture, and seemed to like Sam's viands im- 
mensely. And she ate with the restrained eagerness of 
one who has not touched food for some time. What 
misfortunes had the brave girl been through? 

Presently, when she was somewhat satisfied, Sam 
began questioning her in an effort to find out something 
of the strange world about us. "Where do your people 
live?" he began. 

"Once Lothar was an empire that girdled the central 
sea. But many lifetimes ago the evil power of Mutron 



62 



AMAZING STORIES 



arose, and our people were conquered by the slaves of 
the Lord of Flame. Now there are but a handful of 
my race, living in the forests by the northern cliffs. And 

even they are taken to serve the Lord of Flame " 

"The Lord of Flame! What is that?" Sam cried in 
amazement. 

"It Is a dreadful thing— a serpent of green fire that 
dwells in the violet mists of the chasm of Xath," she 
said hastily. "But let us not speak of it. No man 
speaks of the Lord of Flame, for it hears — stay! Oh, 
horror ! Do you not — feel it?" 

And indeed, at her words, I felt a strange and alien 
thrill, as if the revealing searchlight of some dreadful 
power had been suddenly thrown upon me, as if some 
strange wind of fear had blown upon my soul. I shiv- 
ered involuntarily, and crouched closer to the others, 
trying to drive the horror from my mind, 

"God!" Sam breathed hoarsely. "What can we be 
up against?" 

In a moment the girl went hurriedly on, as though to 
change our thoughts to other things. "Many sleeps ago 
I was taken by the men of Mutron, and put in the 
power of Xath. They sent me on a ship to fight the 
Lunaks. We fell in with a vast number of them, and 
they brought the vessel down. The fire-crystal was torn 
from my back in the wreck, and I was free. I ran for 
the trees, but the Lunak caught me. And that was the 
last I knew, until I woke, from my dream of— of— — " 
She turned to me with a little smile, as if such weirdly 
incredible adventures were to be taken as a matter of 
course. I could not speak for the pity and horror that 
were mingled with my admiration for her courage. But 
I could, and did, reach under the table and take her 
hand. Thereafter each of us contrived— after a fash- 
ion — to eat with one hand. 

That brief and puzzling account of her adventures 
was all that Xenora was able to give us until experience 
would enlarge our common vocabularies. Certainly it 
offered plenty of food for conjecture. She had little 
scientific knowledge ; and when Sam continued his ques- 
tions, the accounts she gave of the origin and meaning 
of the strange things she mentioned smacked more of 
myth than of history. 

"Has the Lord of Flame always been, Xenora?" 
"No," the Green Girl answered. "Back in the begin- 
ning, ten thousand lifetimes past, the men of Lothar 
ruled, and there was no Mutron to carry them to Xath. 
The warriors of Lothar were very brave. They fought 
the Lunaks, and hunted the beasts of the plain. The 
kings of Lothar reigned in a hundred cities that ringed 
the central sea, and there was food and joy for all. 

"But the Lunaks were very wise. When the great 
men of Lothar brought weapons of fire to fight them, 
they went into the jungle and laid an egg, and guarded 
it, and there sprang up the Lord of Flame ! It is a ser- 
pent of green fire, as thick as a mountain and as long as 
a river ! All the warriors of Lothar went to meet it, and 
it slew them with a breath of fire ! It took slaves of our 
people and carried them into the fire-pit of Xath. 

"And from that day, through countless lifetimes, our 
people have been worshipers and slaves of the Lord of 
Flame. Those who are taken are no longer as men, but 
as sleepers walking, with the fire-crystal on their backs. 
They fly in ships of Mutron, the City of the Sleepers, 
and rule with a heavy hand in the name of the Lord of 
Flame. None escape them !" 



"Well, 111 be d — er — flabbergasted t" Sam exploded. 
His face was a study. Incredulous disbelief was there, 
and amazement, and something of fear and horror, too. 
What the girl said had all the earmarks of a fairy tale. 
But we had seen the metal upon her body, and the 
purple stains — and we had felt that sudden, inexplicable 
wave of fear. 

"Is it possible? Mel, it can't be! It's too fantastic!" 

I could make no answer. "And you, Xenora. You 
were taken by that thing ?" I cried in sudden horror. 

"I was taken in a ship, and carried to Mutron, the 
City of Fear. There they fastened on me the fire- 
crystal. Then my mind was in a sleep, and my limbs 
did not what I willed. Until the ship fell my life was 
a nightmare of toil and terror. The Lunak took me, 
and I knew nothing until you found me," 

Xenora still seemed rather weak and tired from her 
terrible ordeal. After we had eaten, Sam and I con- 
ducted her over the ship, with a view to convincing her 
of the wonderful power of the machine and thus to quiet 
her fear of that mysterious menace. We started the 
engines and moved the machine a little. I fired the gun 
for her edification, to show how the monster had been 
killed, and Sam showed her how to blow the siren, and 
even let her pull the cord. Then we took her back to 
a stateroom, and turned it over to her. 

As she went into the room, Sam proposed that he and 
I go hunting. His real object, I think, was to get some 
fresh meat for the little winged plant, but we wished 
to learn as much as possible of the fauna and flora 
about us. 

I was not eager to 'leave the machine, but we were 
armed with the best of weapons, and there seemed to 
be little danger. Then, we intended to be gone only a 
few minutes. When we were ready to start I tapped 
on Xenora's door, to tell her that we were leaving, but 
she made no answer. I suppose that she was already 
asleep. 

We climbed up on deck, and closed the hatch behind 
us. 

CHAPTER XVIII 
Lost in the Purple Forest 

TT TE WALKED off east through the level green 
\J\f meadows, beneath the scattered trees that were 
* * bright with purple bloom. For my own part, 
I was much more interested in the vegetation ihan in any 
game we might come upon. In fact, I would not have 
been greatly disappointed if our hunt had been in vain. 

The leaves of what I have called grass were really 
so wide and thick that it was hardly grass at all. The 
higher stems of it bore myriads of tiny, bright-red flow- 
ers. The great trees were, in shape and foliage, some- 
what like the oak, though the rich profusion of the 
purple flowers almost concealed the leaves. They bore 
small fruits, in appearance a little like the date, which, 
as we were later to learn, were edible. But, in all 
the time I was in that strange world, I found no single 
plant that was exactly like any I had known above. 

Indeed that was a strange hunt, under a flaming scar- 
let sky, nine miles beneath the ocean, through forests 
of the purple trees that burdened the air with their un- 
familiar fragrance, in search of we knew not what in 
the way of game. 
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We tramped steadily eastward over the green mead- 
ows for perhaps. half an hour, rewarded with the sight 
of no living thing. The Omnimobile had long been out 
of sight. We crossed a low greasy ridge and made our 
way out across another broad smooth valley. 

At last, as we looked from a screen of brush at the 
edge of a little meadow, we saw an odd-looking creature 
gazing unalanned a hundred yards away. It was some- 
what larger than a hog, with gray, hairless skin and long 
white tusks or horns. It had an oddly heavy, barrel- 
like body. 

It must have winded us, for it threw up its head with 
a peculiar squeal, tossing its great tusks. Sam and I 
both fired. We have never agreed which of us hit it, 
but it slumped over on the green vegetation. We hur- 
ried up to it. It was quite dead. It had great claws, 
and somewhat resembled a sloth, although it was exactly 
like nothing that I had ever seen. 

Sam took out his knife and skilfully removed half of 
the skin, wrapping up a piece of meat in it. The beast 
had thick rolls of fat along the back, but the flesh be- 
neath looked so nice and tender that he took some of it 
to try for steak. 

'We'll try some of it broiled when we get back," he 
anticipated, smacking his lips. 

"Let's hurry on," I said. "We've been gone longer 
than I intended, already. What if Xenora wakes up 
and we're not there?" 

"Let's see." Sam said doubtfully. "The wind was 
from the south, wasn't it?" 

I looked around in sudden panic. I was almost sure 
that I knew the way back to the machine— almost ! 

The strange world about us was suddenly very alien 
and cruel. The plains were lonely and flat and dead. 
The trees were suddenly wild and mysterious, as if 
they concealed strange monsters. There was a ghastly, 
unearthly menace in the red gleam of the sky. 

In all directions the country looked much the same. 
There was no definite landmark. We stood there for a 
time, scanning the unfamiliar panorama, in the begin- 
ning of panic. There were half a dozen groups of trees, 
any of which might have been the one from which we 
fired. It occurred to me that it. would be very incon- 
venient if one of the flying plants came along, and I 
began to think of other things that might happen. I 
came to a tardy realization of our helplessness and utter 
ignorance of the dangers that might surround us. 

The purple trees and the scarlet sky seemed to leer 
at us, to gather closer, to laugh in fiendish joy at the 
unnamable doom they might have in store for us. Un- 
consciously I drew my pistol, and my muscles were in- 
voluntarily tensed, so that I started when Sam spoke. 

'Of course we can see the wall of cliffs in the north. 
That will give us the general direction. If we can get 
up en that hill, we might be able to see the machine." 

He pointed toward a round, bare, green hilltop that 
rose several hundred feet toward the red sky. It was 
perhaps a mile away, in the direction of the hazy blue 
clirrs. He slung the piece of meat over his shoulder 
and we set out over the open field. It was very hot and 
the perspiration was dripping from us. I had hardly 
noticed the damp, hot wind before, but now it felt like 
a blast from a furnace. The intense scarlet radiation of 
the flammg s ky dried up our energy. The steady beam 
of heat brought over us a growing languor, a depressed 
and spiritless weariness. 



63 

The whole weird region was very still. The only 
sounds were the soft sighing of the wind in the trees 
and the thrashing and rustling of our feet in the rank 
grass. The tiny scarlet flowers danced before the wind 
almost like little insects, and a few brilliant petals blew 
sometimes from one of the sparsely scattered trees. 

"Phew!" Sam whistled, stopping to mop his brow 
with the huge red bandanna he had tied around his neck 
This is beginning to feel like the Sahara! I'm glad I 
didn't happen to be a native of the place! You bet the 
machine will look good, when we find it!" 

"If we find it," I could not refrain from saying. 

In five minutes more we were far up the side of the 
little hill. The side of the eminence was bare of the 
great flowering trees, so the strange forest lay about us 
southward for many miles. Eagerly we looked in the 
direction that should have been southwest, for the 
Omnimobile. 

A vast stretch of the rolling plateau lay before our 
eyes, low verdant hills, and vast green meadows, scat- 
tered with the brilliant purple trees, singly and in groves. 
Far away, all across the southern horizon, stretched the 
black sea on which we had landed, glancing with the 
crimson light of the sky. But nowhere, in all that vast 
strange expanse, did we catch a glimpse of the machine. 

It must be just in a low place," Sam said hopefully. 
Or, I think I remember now that there was a little 
grove just north of it. We will see it in a minute if 
we climb higher up." 

"1 hope so," I said, raising my binoculars for a better 
look. 

"And we have compasses and instruments to guide 
ourselves around the world, if we'd just thought to bring 

"It's no use!" I said. "Let's go on to the top." 

CHAPTER XIX 



The Hill of Horror 

Wl CLIMBED up the last few yards to the sum- 
mit, and gazed across toward the dim blue cliffs 
that rimmed this world on the north. We stood 
on a great divide. A vast valley lay before us, stretching 
away until it was veiled with a faint rosy haze. The 
curious checkered expanse of green plain and purple 
woodland sloped far, far away to the north. Perhaps 
twenty miles away was the vague outline of a great 
silver lake, dyed with the light of the crimson sky. 

Just back of the lake seemed to be a shore of low 
black cliffs. And beyond those ragged peaks, and be- 
neath the towering and rugged columns of blue that 
threw themselves up to the bloody sky, was a strange 
sight indeed ! 

There was a weird flicker of dancing lights in that 
far-flung crimson mist, as if it reflected strange infernal 
fires in a pit behind the low black wall. There were 
faint and moving gleams of violet— of pale violet flames 
that changed and rose and fell. Vague tongues of violet 
fire wove themselves throughout that distant rose-colored 
mist, with a writhing, rhythmic motion. They formed 
curious shapes of flame, that faded strangely and came 
again ! 

But my description is futile. The important thing 
was not what we saw, but what we felt! A curi- 
ously unpleasant sensation of helplessness, and of 
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strange horror, came over me. I felt as if I were steal- 
ing a forbidden glimpse of an ancient and incredible 
hell ! Fear swept over me — alien, inconceivable terror — 
like a keen and bitter wind that numbed my brain! I 
felt the horror of a sentient force, utterly inhuman, 
devoid of all human knowledge or understanding, as cold 
and remote as the frozen night of space! 

It was terrible— an intangible aura of fear that 
reached out of that pit and tugged at our souls with the 
icy hand of stark horror ! I can give the world no con- 
ception of the overwhelming terror of it! Nor would 
I if I could, for such things are better forgotten. I 
dropped my rifle and clenched my hands, trembling. I 
braced my feet as though against the force of a physical 
wind that was striving to carry me toward tliat abyss 
of nebulous horror-light! 

I looked at Sam. He stood very still, leaning back, 
with hands raised and jaw dropped. In his eyes was 
the look of the fresh and innocent soul that struggles 
with a pitiless terror that it cannot know or understand ! 
Such a look I had never seen before— and God grant 
that I may never see it again 1 

My gaze was drawn irresistibly back into that mantle 
of moving light. Even as I watched, a pillar of green 
flame, very bright and broad, thrust itself up through 
the wavering mist of violet fire, and into the crimson 
haze. It was like the slender head of some obscene green 
reptile. It reached up— incredibly ! It writhed and 
twisted about ! It was like a great serpent of fire. And 
it saw us ! 

It grew still with awful attention. Eternities seemed 
to pass as the dreadful thing hung there, motionless, like 
a vast frozen pillar of twisted emerald flame, like a 
column of curdled green fire, with curious throbbing 
changes in its brightness. I felt a weird force flowing 
out of it. And I knew that it was watching us! 

"My CodT Sam muttered. "My God!" I looked at 
him again. His thin face was very white, and beaded 
with perspiration. He was mechanically mopping at his 
forehead with the red handkerchief, and staring at the 
mist of flame with the glaze of terror upon his eyes. 

I struggled mightily to throw off the spell of amaze- 
ment and terror— of alien and unutterable horror— that 
was grasping at my mind. It was a heart-breaking 
effort. I moved. I seized Sam's arm and shook it. He 
swayed drunkenly, with his eyes still on the awful lights. 
He was like one in a trance— like a man in a dream of 
death ! 

And I felt those icy fingers of unthinkable doom clos- 
ing about my own mind. I was paralyzed again, with 
my eyes drawn back to the north. The snake's. head of 
frozen green still throbbed strangely, and the flickering 
violet aurora still kept up its storm of varying motion, 
in the dim rosy haze into which the awful head was 
lifted. 

Something was reaching toward us, out of the pit! 
I knew there was intelligence in it — a will, inhuman, and 
unthinkably strong! It was calling us, compelling ust 
I knew that in a few moments we could fight no more. 

Suddenly a low sobbing sound reached us on that 
warm, humid south wind, a sound that wailed uncer- 
tainly behind us, and rose to a piercing shriek, and slowly 
died away into the distant south, echoing weirdly on hills 
and trees as it rolled and sank. 

Sam started with a hoarse cry, and went off down the 
hill toward the north at a stumbling run— toward that 



abyss of alien horror ! A moment more I struggled des- 
perately, but that pitiless power overwhelmed me! I 
followed in his tracks ! 

And then, a clear rich voice reached me from beyond 
the hill— a shout in Xenora's rich and ringing tones. It 
had a clear human overtone of confidence and courage. 
"Come back, Melvin Dane ! Come back, Sam !" 

The old scientist stopped uncertainly, passing his hand 
dazedly before his brow. Abruptly the terror was gone 
from my mind ! The love and the courage of the brave 
girl flowed into me. And suddenly, with the green light 
still pulsing through it, as though sent by a mighty heart, 
the terrible thing in the north dimmed slowly and faded 
away ! Still the violet lances flickered through the rosy 
mist, but the green thing was gone— and we were free! 

I took Sam's hand, and we turned our backs on the 
amazing play of fire above the incredible pit, and 
hastened to the trees from which Xenora's voice had 
seemed to come. We reached the little grove, but I did 
not see the girl. Suddenly I had the persuasion that I 
had not actually heard her with my ears, after all! 

"Xenora! Xenora! Are you here?" I called tin- 
certainly. 

Sam was still trembling and mopping at his forehead. 
"She wasn't really here, I think, Mel," he presently said 
in a strained voice. "She must have reached us with 
telepathy." 

For a long time then we stood there under the flower- 
ing trees — very close together, feeling all the awful mys- 
tery of the strange world about us — and thinking of 
what had happened. 

"What was it?" My silent lips at last formed the 
question. 

"'The Lord of Flame!' Xenora said. 'The Lord of 
Flame!' 'A serpent of green fire that dwells in Xath 
below Mutron !' " Sam repeated mechanically. "I would 
to God I knew what it is !" 

"And what was that awful sound?" 

"That was the siren of the Omnimobile, I think. You 
know we showed Xenora how to operate it. Probably 
that saved us, by attracting our minds from the Thing 
while Xenora reached us." 

"Then if we go toward it " 

At the instant the wild, sobbing shriek rose again, very 
welcome for all the wailing qualities of its tones. In 
a moment we were hastening down the green hillside 
among the purple trees, in the direction from which the 
sound had come. Twice we lieard it again. And in 
half an hour we saw the glint of the silver metal side 
of the machine beyond a thicket of purple bloom! 

I have seen few more welcome sights than the Omni- 
mobile was then. The heaviness of it, the threatening 
nose of the little gun, the air of Irresistible power about 
it, and even its clumsy, beast-like appearance were reas- 
suring. Sam gave a cheer, and we made the last hun- 
dred yards at a run. At last we stumbled up the metal 
ladder and stood upon the narrow deck again. 

We clambered through the manhole. The white elec- 
tric light of the interior was in strange contrast to the 
crimson gloom, and the coolness of the air was very 
refreshing. Xenora was in the cabin, anxiously on her 
feet j- v m 

"It was the Lord of Flame!" she whispered. 'And 
you escaped I" 

"Thanks to you, my dream girl," I said, taking her 
boldly in my arms. 
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CHAPTER XX 
Sam's Pet 

I FELT It watching you — calling you — and I pulled 
the cord that makes the great cry," Xenora whis- 
pered, after a long, long time. 
"Thank God you did ! It saved us 1 We were lost !" 
And I told her of the amazing storm of flames, of the 
Thing that had risen out of them, and of the irresistible 
spell of terror, from which she had awakened us. 

"Yes," she said. "It was the Lord of Flame. He 
watches the world from Xath. He knows the acts of 
every man !" 

I must have reeled a little with fatigue, for suddenly 
the girl looked at me with quick sympathy brimming in 
her eyes. "But you — my white prince of dreams — you 
are very tired. You must rest." 

Abruptly I realized that I was tired, dead with fatigue, 
with an unutterable weariness not only of body but of 
mind, for the horror had exhausted my emotions. I 
heard Sam splashing water under the shower. I fol- 
lowed him to the bathroom, and then went to my bunk 
in the stern, for I had given Xenora my stateroom. I 
was leaden with weariness, but peacefully secure in the 
protection of the heavy metal walls of the Omnimobile. 

I have very little idea how long I slept, for we had 
let our watches run down. In the absence of the sun, 
we came to pay less and less attention to the time, though 
we usually kept the chronometers going. 

When I woke I felt greatly refreshed, with my ter- 
rorized despair almost gone. But I wpuld not forget 
the sense of evil and intelligent power that I had got 
from the pillar of strange green fire that had been thrust 
so deliberately and purposefully up through the mist of 
violet flame, and into the rosy haze that hung over the 
hidden abyss in which it lurked. 

It had seen us ! I knew it. And I knew that, even 
if its incredible power seemed withdrawn, it was still 
not far away. 

I heard Sam speak, heard Xenora laugh. Evidently 
they were in the little galley, for I heard the clatter of 
cooking utensils. I dressed and went in. How beauti- 
ful the girl was ! Her red lips were brilliant against the 
light green tan of her skin. Her dark hair fell over her 
shoulders in a rich cascade, and her violet eyes were 
sparkling with life. 

She came to me quickly, and took my hand. No 
words passed between us, for our minds were too near 
together to need many words. It was enough for me to 
see the sympathy and love in her eyes. And it seemed 
again, when our hands met, that a subtle current flowed 
back and forth between us, setting our minds alight, 
making our hearts beat faster, raising us together into 
a higher ethereal plane and fusing our beings into one! 

In a moment Sam, with a kind smile of understanding 
on his face, called us to the table. The steak from the 
thing we had killed was a great success, and the table 
was loaded with the good things with which the larder 
of the machine was stocked. The girl ate heartily, as 
did Sam and I, and we talked and laughed a good deal. 
Even if the small number of our common experiences 
limited the topics of conversation, we had a merry 
enough time of it, and somehow that happy meal gave 
us greater courage to meet the strange menace that rose 
before us. 



After we had eaten, and all had helped wash the 
dishes, all in the same gay spirit, Sam got out the box 
in which he had put the little creature he had named 
Alexander. I had quite forgotten all about the diminu- 
tive winged plant. With mingled curiosity and repul- 
siou I watched him unfasten the box, I had not yet 
recovered from my instinctive horror at sight of the 
flying plants. Xenora seemed to share my antipathy 
toward them. But Sam has always seemed to care as 
much for wild life as for men; and he seemed to con- 
sider the little creature as natural a pet as a dog. How- 
ever, of course, his real reason for keeping it was for 
scientific observation. 

The thing fluttered about in the box when he picked 
it up, and as soon as the lid was raised, it flew out and 
lit on his hand. Already it seemed bigger and stronger 
than it had been a day before. The pale yellow of the 
little fish-like body was darkening. The wings seemed 
a darker green, and stronger. The blood-color of the 
slender tentacles along the sides of the body was growing 
deeper and deeper. 

The weird little monster clung to his finger with 
three of its tentacles, holding the thin, petal-like mem- 
branes about its head extended, and moving its black, 
knobbed organs restlessly. At first the color of the 
flower-like tissues was almost white, but when I made 
a sudden motion, they quickly darkened to a deep violet, 
and the little creature crouched down in Sam's hand as 
if it were alarmed. 

Sam smiled down at it with real understanding in his 
face. 

He uncovered on the table a dish containing a great 
chunk of the raw, bloody meat of the thing we had killed. 
The queer, flower-like head twisted about, and the black, 
stalked organs moved like eyes. Abruptly the membrane 
changed color again, from the violet of its fright to a 
deep red. 

Sam held his hand over the meat and the slender ten- 
tacles disengaged themselves and writhed down over the 
plate like tiny red snakes. They began to suck the juices 
out of the meat, and, as the thing filled itself, the strange 
flower slowly faded in color, until it was a pale pink. 

Observing my instinctive horror of the thing, Sam 
said ; "That's the way it was meant to eat, Mel. Noth- 
ing unnatural about it. Our table manners might not 
seem very elegant to an angel !" 

"I guess you're right. But that thing just gets on 
my nerves." 

When he went to put the little creature back in the 
box, it clung to his finger as if reluctant to go, and 
strange bright patterns of color flashed over the thin 
membrane. It seems fantastic enough, but even then I 
was sure that the little thing possessed intelligence, and 
that it was beginning to feel affection for Sam. 

The next time he took it out it seemed larger and 
stronger—and hungrier! We stayed there for what 
must have been ten days, though we kept no accurate 
account of time. It grew rather astonishingly, and 
always its odd appearance of intelligence was greater. 
It seemed to feel a real affection for Sam. He whistled 
ancient tunes to it sometimes, and it seemed to listen 
in great delight. And for long hours he would sit with 
the thing in his lap and talk to it. .He declared that it 
was getting so that it could understand. Bright colors 
crawled on the membranous fringe, and it seemed to 
listen to him with great intentness. 
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CHAPTER XXI 
Back to the Haunted Hill 

ON THE morning — if one may speak of morning 
in that world of eternal day— after we had slept 
off the fatigue of our visit to the hill where we 
had seen the lights of terror, Sam took me aside for a 
short talk. 

"Me!," he said, "we can't forget what we've come here 
for! My generator is still keeping up the interference 
in the ether; but, sooner or later, the force we have 
come to fight — and it must be that 'Lord of Flame' of 
Xenora's, and the thing we saw from the hill — will 
break down the interference! And then the earth — will 
freeze I" 

"But what can we do against— that ? And Xenora! 
Sam, I can't leave her. She's worth more to me than 
the earth! There's plenty of room in here for us to 
live our lives out. I've been thinking about it — and I 
can't go !" 

He nodded sympathetically. "I know, Mel. She 
means a lot to you. But perhaps we will win and save 
our lives, too." 

"Not a chance!" I said bitterly. "Not against that 
thing we saw ! It means death — or worse 1 But I sup- 
pose we have to go on and do our bestl" 

The old man was beaming. He patted me on the 
shoulder. "I knew you would he with me, when you had 
time to think," he said. "Now, when the life of the 
world is at issue, we can't consider ourselves." 

"What do you think we can do?" 

"What can't we do ? We have the Omnimobile. We 
have machines and tools. We have knowledge, and our 
hands. We can go anywhere, and do anything ! But 
the first thing is to study, to find out what we have to 
deal with, and how to fight it." 

"I suppose so." 

"Mel, we must go back to that hill." 

"No! no I Not there! It was only a miracle — -and 
Xenora — that saved us before!" 

"I've some theories. We'll be better prepared next 
time." 

A sudden thought struck me. "Say, couldn't we pay 
a flying visit to our own world again, and tell what 
we've found? Then the world would still have a chance, 
when we are — gone. A half-million Americans, with 
tanks and heavy artillery, would look mighty good down 
here. And it would just take a day or two to go." 

"No," Sam said. "The world would hardly believe 
it all, even if we carried out what evidence we could. 
And nothing could be done in time. Then, I'm not sure 
we could get out. In fact, I'm pretty sure we couldn't. 
The rockets might carry us three miles high, all right; 
but we could never break through that water from be- 
neath. We would fall back. Mel, it's up to us!" 

During the days that followed, Sam spent most of his 
hours in the little laboratory. He spent much time on 
those great machines that controlled his forces in the 
ether. And he invented and developed another device 
that was more nearly within my understanding. 

"You know, Mel," he said one day, "I think I can 
rig up something to protect us from that — fear — that 
came so near getting us. Ever since you made your 
telepathic contact with the Green Girl, I have had the 
idea that the brain sets up disturbances in the ether. 



We know that the action of the nervous system is elec- 
trical in nature, and ail electric discharges set up ether 
waves. It happened that you and she had great minds, 
created in perfect synchronism, so that each was sensi- 
tive to the vibrations of the other. Hypnotism is best 
explained by such electric theories. 

"Now, I am convinced that the 'Lord of Flame' 
is a brain — whether in a human body or not I cannot 
attempt to say. It creates such powerful etheric dis- 
turbances that it was able to affect us at a distance. If 
that is the case, it ought to be a fairly simple matter to 
provide insulation against its vibrations. You know that 
induction or electric action cannot penetrate a conduct- 
ing cage. I ought to be able to fix a conducting helmet 
that will prevent the induction of neuronic currents in 
our brains." 

A short time after he showed me three helmets, as he 
called them. They were little more than hags of wire 
gauze to be put over our heads. He demonstrated that an 
electroscope draped with one of them remained entirely 
unaffected by charges brought near it ; but it seemed a 
ridiculously inadequate protection against that terror. 

We went hunting several times, for the benefit of the 
little plant. After the first few days, Sam let it go 
along, hanging on his coat. It was growing very fast, and 
developing remarkable characteristics. It showed sur- 
prising intelligence. Sam seemed to have a real affec- 
tion for it, and it, in turn, seemed to love him. 

I never ceased to feel the strangeness of those expedi- 
tions over the rolling green grasslands, among the 
sparsely scattered flowering trees, in the hot damp air 
and the intense red light. We shot two more animals 
like the first, and three others of a smaller variety, which 
somewhat resembled large rabbits. 

Very shortly after Sam had perfected his electro- 
screen helmets, he planned another expedition to the hill 
where we had so nearly met incredible disaster. We 
carried a telescope, electrometers, spectroscope, and a 
few pieces of Sam's recently developed and highly com- 
plicated apparatus, which he had neglected to name, for 
detecting and analyzing etheric waves. 

Xenora insisted on going with us, and there seemed 
no reason for leaving her behind, since Sam had perfect 
confidence in the efficacy of his new helmets, and since 
the girl herself was an excellent woodsman, and could 
undertake to keep us from getting lost. 

We had a long hot march of it across the green plateau 
among the purple trees, with the fierce beams of the 
crimson sky pouring down upon us. Burdened with the 
heavy instruments, we were worn out when we reached 
the summit. I had suggested that we come in the ma- 
chine, hut Sam wanted to keep it out of the sight of 
the weird enemy we fought. 

Once more we gazed across the vast valley of purple 
and green, to the mists of ruby light over that abyss be- 
yond the distant lake, in which the violet beams still 
danced and pulsed. And hardly did we have our ap- 
paratus set up when we saw that unearthly, serpent- 
like beam of green fire writhe up out of the vale of 
mystery into the rosy haze! 

We had on the insulating shields, and I felt nothing 
of the inexplicable horror of the former occasion ; 
though, of course, the whole adventure was certainly 
terrible enough. But now that strange thing of green 
seemed distant and devoid of menace. By way of ex- 
periment, I ventured to raise my helmet. The terror 
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caught me like a cold and rushing torrent that swept me 
almost off my feetl I was glad enough to get the wire 
gauze fastened back about my head again. 

"It is the Lord of Flame," Xenora cried, "looking 
over toward the city of my people, to see who will be 
taken to become his slaves. This is a wonderful thing, 
Barsoni Sam, that lets us not feel its power!" — Barsoni 
being a word that means 'great man,' in the tongue of 
Lothar. 

For many minutes the amazing shape of twisting 
green radiance hung in the air. Sam was busy with his 
apparatus, squinting at the thing through telescope and 
spectroscope, and reading his other devices. At last the 
awful, throbbing thing faded away, and died into noth- 
ingness. Only the violet lances were left in the mist. 

"Many of my theories were substantiated," Sam in- 
formed me, almost jubilant. "And I got a lot of new 
data! It is rather odd, but the light from that thing 
shows the helium lines as luminous bands, not as the 
dark lines that might be expected to rise from the ab- 
sorption of the helium in this atmosphere! I can hardly 
understand it I" 

He said nothing more, but was sunk deep in thought 
as we quickly gathered the instruments and hastened 
silently down the hill. I felt that he had won a notable 
victory in the invention of the thought- insulating hel- 
mets. We arrived at the machine again without 
accident. 

CHAPTER XXII 
The Silver Sphere 

FOR several days longer, Sam continued his labors 
in the laboratory. During that time "Alexander," 
the flying plant, developed remarkably. Before we 
moved, it had a wing-spread of two or three feet. I 
have spoken of its intelligence. It soon learned to flutter 
to the guns when we were preparing to hunt. Sam 
talked to it incessantly, and declared that it could un- 
derstand him. He said it could even make its thoughts 
known by the varying pattern of colors on its fringe 
of brilliant membrane. Presently he had it trained to 
dry dishes and to do other similar tasks in the galley. 

Of course the tiling never learned to speak. In fact, 
it was devoid of vocal organs, and incapable of making 
a sound, though its hearing seemed to be good enough. 
It appeared to communicate its emotions and thoughts 
by means of changes of color in the tissue-like mem- 
brane that I have termed a flower. And, from a strictly 
scientific point of view, communication by light, or sight, 
is quite as logical as communication by sound. 

Sam examined the black, rod-like organs projecting 
from the flower on the thing, and said that each of them 
bore thousands of tiny eyes, like the compound eyes of 
an insect. 

After we had been in the vicinity for perhaps two 
weeks by upper world time, we started the Omuimo- 
bile's great motors again, and moved northward. I had 
not told Xenora about my talk with Sam— our minds 
were too closely attuned to require much conversation. 
I knew that she understood that our maneuver would 
probably mean our sacrifice to the cause of the world. 
She said nothing of it, but I thought I detected a sadness 
in her manner. 

During all the hours that Sam had been in his labora- 



tory, alone or with Alexander, I had spent most of the 
time with Xenora. We wandered together about the 
meadows, or sat in the cabin to escape the almost intol- 
erable heat. Always I loved her more, brimming as she 
was with humor and sympathy and love. And bitterly 
I cursed the fate that was dragging us both to our 
doom ! 

Even at the beginning, Sam's scientific achievements 
had been so far above my understanding, that I would 
scarcely comprehend them, and his later speculations 
regarding the menace of the abyss were so abstruse that 
I quite failed to follow them. His little workshop for- 
ward was crammed with strange machinery, some of it 
humming incessantly. Indeed, his apparatus was 'still 
keeping up the interference that prevented the freezing 
of the earth ! 

Sam had been signally unsuccessful in getting any 
scientific information from Xenora, for the simple 
reason that she had none to impart. But, from her 
geographical knowledge, he attempted to draw a map, 
showing the locations of Lothar, of Mutron, and of the 
pit of the Lord of Flame. 

It seemed that there was a strip a score of miles in 
width between the farther blue walls of the abyss and 
the great lake we had seen. The pit of Xath seemed to 
be a great crater lying in that strip. On the brink of the 
crater Xenora located her "City of the Sleepers," or 
Mutron. The domain of the last city of Lothar, where 
she had spent her childhood, lay along the cliffs far to 
the west of there. 

Our boldest plan of action would have been to hurl 
the machine, by means of the rocket tubes, into the abyss 
in a direct attack on the Lord of Flame ; but Sam, for 
reasons he did not divulge, doubted the success of such 
a maneuver. He wished to keep up his researches, and 
possibly to visit the city of Lothar. His apparatus told 
him that hidden forces were again stirring in the ether. 

For ten hours we moved toward the north, making a 
long detour to westward to keep within a valley, and 
always trying to take advantage of such cover as was 
offered by the purple trees. The country was, for the 
most part, rolling and green, with tiie great flowering 
trees dotting the hills and plains but sparsely. The 
blazing radiation of the eternal crimson day was un- 
diminished, but the temperature fell slightly with in- 
creased altitude. 

Xenora and I were together at the cabin control -board, 
driving the machine; and Sam was in the conning- 
tower, with the little gun, ready for emergencies. When 
we had been moving for some ten hours, we mounted a 
low, bare hili, and saw in the little green valley before 
us a thicker forest of the bright purple trees, "offering 
good cover for the machine. 

We had crossed the summit, and I had increased the 
speed to ten miles per hour in haste to reach the trees, 
in spite of Sam's fear that the operation of die motors 
at anything like full capacity would create a disturbance 
in the ether that our hidden enemies would pick up. 

Suddenly I saw a strange thing skimming along over 
the bright forest before us— in our direction! It looked 
like a bright silver globe, many feet in diameter! It 
floated a few hundred feet above the trees, drifting 
smoothly along like a bright metal balloon in a very swift 
wind. There was no visible propulsive mechanism. 

I shouted a warning to Sam through the speaking 
tube, to stand by his little gun. 
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Xenora laid a light hand on my shoulder and said, 
in a tense voice : "It is the Sleepers of Mutron, the slaves 
of the Lord of Flame! They will fight to death— they 
know not fear!" 

As the silver sphere drifted swiftly and silently down 
upon us, as though borne by an invisible wind, twice I 
caught a glimpse of a slender ray of purple flame, that 
darted out of it and moved searchingly over the bare 
greensward below. And then a rich purple beam fell 
suddenly and intensely upon the Omnimobile ! 

When that misty finger of purple light discovered us, 
I saw a strange vortex of pale green fire spring up about 
the globe and reach out in our direction. Suddenly I 
realized that this ship was of the same appearance as the 
weird thing that had destroyed our cottage I Small hope, 
I thought, if that force of atomic disintegration were 
to be released again ! 

I heard the rapid crashing of the machine gun, as Sam 
began to fire, and presently bursts of smoke appeared 
about the gleaming sphere. But to hit a relatively small 
and rapidly moving target even a mile away is no mean 
feat of marksmanship. I drove rapidly for the purple 
wood, but with little hope of getting there before the 
terrible red disintegration had melted us away. 

Suddenly I heard the drone of some of Sam's new 
machinery going into action. He had mounted his 
switches and dials in the conning-tower, so he could 
control it from where he stood. Vivid blue electric flame 
quivered and flashed over the metal parts of the machine 
as his new weapons went into play ! 

The floating globe of silver drifted nearer, and the 
misty vortex of green fire about us grew more intense. 
A strange red glow stole over the vegetation around us, 
and a solitary purple tree ahead burst into crimson flame. 
Then the sparkling fingers of purple fire reached out at 
us again from the sphere. I wondered vaguely why the 
strange force was not acting upon us. I did not know, 
until it was all over, that Sam's vacuum tubes had set 
up a repulsive screen in the ether, protecting us from 
the electronic vortex 1 

Abruptly an intensely bright, blinding tongue of white 
flame leapt toward the silver thing from the great plat- 
inum electrode on the nose of the Omnimobile! Sam 
had turned loose his electric arc ! The flame struck the 
globe, impinging upon it like a jet of fire, converting it 
into a ball of supernal light! 

Then it fell! It plunged toward the forest in a gleam- 
ing curve! The green vortex of the disintegrator ray 
was gone, and the purple fingers shone no longer! The 
incandescent shell crashed out of sight beyond the purple 
trees ! 

CHAPTER XXIII 
The Green Slaves 

SAM snapped off the arc as the silver ship fell, and 
the drumming of the generators stopped. For a 
little time the world was very still. Xenora stood 
tense and silent beside me. As I turned toward her, I 
caught the slight perfume of her dark hair. 

Indeed, the Green Girl was a beautiful being! The 
white flannels she wore failed to conceal the delectable 
curves of her slight and boyish figure. Her rich, red 
Jips were parted slightly, in the unconscious intensity of 
her outward gaze. 



Abruptly she became conscious of my look, and turned 
to face me, with a quick smile on her face. There was 
a radiant, joyous light in her eyes. The soft green tint 
of her skin was obscured by the rich, warm flush of her 
excitement, and she smiled with gladness. 

Impulsively she readied her slender hand out to take 
mine. "You have won, Melvin Dane!" her soft voice 
said. "The ship of Mutron is fallen! We shall not 
be slaves of the Lord of Flame! We shall not die the 
violet death in the pit of Xath !" 

"I hope not, my Xenora," I said. "I hope " and , 

I stopped in a little confusion. I was not really em- 
barrassed, but I could not go on. Really, talking to a 
princess like Xenora is quite a different tiling from mak- 
ing protestations of love to a being of one's dreams. 

"What is it that you hope?" she said quickly, with an 
impish smile. 

Sam saved me by coming in from the turret, begrimed 
with the smoke of the little cannon. He was a won- 
derful man. He was still strong, erect, and confident, 
despite the load of toil and hardship our adventure was 
putting upon his seventy years. His white hair was 
tousled, and he was cheerfully loading up his ancient 
pipe, as calmly as if he were in his own kitchen in 
Florida. 

"Looks like the arc did for 'em all right," he said 
briskly. "Suppose we get over and take a look, We 
might pick up something new." 

"Very well," I assented, and turned to start the mo- 
tors. I could not resist a grin at Xenora, who was still 
regarding me with a speculative smile. She laughed 
back at me ; then was suddenly serious. 

"Be careful ! The Sleepers of Mutron I They might 
be alive in the wreck ! As long as they breathe, the Lord 
of Flame rules them!" 

I started the generators, and the Omnimobile rolled 
heavily down across the green slope, and through the 
fringe of flaming purple trees. In a few minutes we 
came upon the wreck of the silver car, a great tangle 
of twisted wreckage, half fused by the electricity, and 
bent and torn by the fall. It lay in the little open space, 
with a great tree splintered and smoking under it, and 
the ground about empurpled with fallen petals. The 
twisted metal plates gleamed brightly in the light of the 
scarlet sky. 

I stopped the Omnimobile, and we got out and ap- 
proached the wrecked machine. There was a vast mass 
of the debris. The globe must have been forty feet in 
diameter. We spent several minutes in gazing at it from 
different angles, and then Sam and I climbed into the 
tangle of bent white plates and massive twisted girders. 

The machinery had been too completely destroyed for 
us to be sure just how it worked. But Sam thought 
that the shell had carried tanks of water, the gravity of 
which had been negatived by the emanations from tanks 
of tlie same luminous gas which supported the roof of 
waters, lifting the ship. From the nature of the frag- 
ments of electrical machinery we observed, it seemed 
that the horizontal propulsion was attained by the ion- 
ization and repulsion of the helium atoms in the air. 
The apparatus that had produced the atomic disintegra- 
tion was too badly wrecked to be identified. 

Presently I came upon the body of a man, caught 
between two twisted bars, and cut half in two. The 
body was naked. It had a greenish cast that was darker 
by far than that of Xenora's fair skin. The physique. 
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and the size and shape of the head, showed a race of 
high intellectual development. 

The dead man had a metal frame clamped upon his 
back. It was twisted and broken, and whatever had 
been fastened upon his body had been torn away in 
the crash. And the corpse had upon its back the strange 
violet stains that had been upon Xenora when we found 
her ! 

Presently Sam found another body. It had been half 
burned up by the arc. It, too, had the metal frame upon 
it, and the thing the frame was to hold was still clamped 
to it ! The body bore, fastened to the back with those 
cruel metal clamps, a six-sided bar of blue metal! It 
was six inches in diameter and two feet long! 

"This must be the thing Xenora calls a 'fire crystal,' " 
Sam said, "though I don't see any fire about it. It's 
damned queer !" 

"Do you suppose there is machinery in the bar, that 
generates forces or currents that move the man about 
like a puppet?" 

"Might be. I don't know. The metal thing may be 
a receiver -for the occult force set up in the ether by the 
Lord of Flame — hypnotism by radio, perhaps, or some- 
thing of the kind." 

"Anyhow, as you said, it's damned queer, like every- 
thing else we've found here — excepting Xenora." 

"Suppose we take the thing along, and open it tip 
when we have time?" 

He produced a pair of pliers, and we twisted the odd 
blue bar out of its frame, and carried it to the machine. 
It was oddly light to be metal, though it must have been 
an irksome burden to the one on which it was fastened. 
We got aboard again, and moved for the cover of the 
purple wood, for we did not know how soon relief would 
come for the fallen ship. But Xenora assured tis that 
the Lunaks, as she called the flying things, quite fre- 
quently destroyed the ships of Mutron, and that the fate 
of this one would be laid to them. 

CHAPTER XXIV 
The Blue Prism 

FOR perhaps thirty miles we drove the great ma- 
chine through the brilliant 'forest, southward down 
a broad valley. At last we stopped in a little grove 
of tall flowering trees, close by the cool crystal stream. 
Beyond the grove was a little patch of green clearing 
with the great purple trees closing in all about it. It 
was a peaceful spot, weirdly beautiful, and it seemed 
secure enough. The unceasing wind was not so hot be- 
neath the great trees, and they shielded us from the burn- 
ing, crimson glare of the sky. 

The Omnimobile seemed safely hidden beneath the 
masses of purple bloom ; and whenever we were tired, 
or thought ourselves in danger, we could retire to the 
quiet security of its cool interior, behind the thick metal 
walls. Frankly, I hoped that our stay there would be 
a long one. I tried to forget the menace that hung over 
the earth. 

Our life there was simple, and, for my part, I was 
supremely happy. Or not quite supremely, for I could 
not quite still my conscience. I was pretty well resigned 
to fate, however. With such a girl as Xenora, a man 
might he supremely happy anywhere. We tramped to- 
gether about the grove, gathered the tiny, bright-red 



flowers in the green meadows, and bathed in the cool 
dark pools, where the river flowed beneath the purple 
trees. Sometimes she sang to me the folk-songs of her 
people, monuments of the high estate that Lothar had 
once enjoyed. 

What would it matter to me if the eternal death came 
again and forever to the upper earth? What would it 
matter if the earth did freeze? I forgot in the idyllic 
happiness of Xenora's companionship — or tried to for- 
get. If the roof of water were changed to ice it would 
only he more secure! The maiden and I could live out 
our lives in this strange land, without regard to the fate 
of the world. One of her matchless smiles, or a note 
of her golden laughter, was worth more than all the 
earth ! 

Meanwhile, Sam was immersed in his laboratory work, 
in the examination of the prism of blue metal, and in 
his curious pet. The plant creature still grew with re- 
markable speed, and always showed most remarkable 
intelligence. It was always with Sam, flapping along 
above him on broad green wings, or walking awkwardly 
upon its thickening red tentacles. Sam gazed at the 
flickering colors of the membranes about the head, with 
the light of strange understanding in his eyes, making 
strange gestures with his hands. Just to what extent 
they could communicate, I never knew. 

It always went with him, when he went to hunt for its 
meat. It was a voracious eater, requiring a kill a day. 
The great sloth-like animals were plentiful and sluggish; 
it was not difficult to stalk them. As soon as it was 
strong enough, the plant creature learned to carry Sam's 
rifle. Its extraordinary intelligence, or imitative instinct, 
is shown by the fact that one day it fired the gun itself, 
when it was flying with the weapon, and saw one of the 
sloths on the run. 

It showed a very real affection for Sam. Once, when 
they were out together, it saved his life. One of the 
tuskers had suddenly charged him from behind, and the 
creature flew at it and attacked it madly with its un- 
developed claws. At the cost of considerable minor 
injury to itself, it held the beast off until Sam could get 
in a shot. It always showed an odd delight at his ca- 
resses, and seemed to take a peculiar joy in the music 
of his old phonograph. 

As I have said, it grew very quickly. At the time 
we stopped in the wood, it was somewhat smaller than 
a hawk. Perhaps two months later (time was rather 
meaningless to us during that one happy period of our 
adventures in that world of unending day) the creature 
had grown so large that once, in an apparently playful 
mood, it was able to lift Sam and fly with him on a cir- 
cuit of a hundred yards, bringing him back to the ma- 
chine and setting him down very softly. Then its 
armored brown body was as large as a man, and the 
green wings were like sails. 

That was near the end. 

During all that period, Sam devoted much time to the 
examination of that bar of strangely light, bright blue 
metal. He felt that in it he might find a solution to 
the mystery of the Lord of Flame. I assisted him as 
much as I could. The metal was evidently an alloy. 
Analysis showed that it consisted largely of aluminum. 
There was a trace of a heavy metal that we could not 
identify. And the bar was slightly, very slightly, radio- 
active—perhaps, Sam thought, merely because it had 
been exposed to intense radium emanations. 
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The density of the bar was only half that of alumi- 
num. For some time we could not understand that. 
Careful examination showed no break in the surface; 
and presently we sawed it in two, and then in many 
nieces, searching for the machinery that we half- 
expected to find. But, as far as we could determine, the 
bar was absolutely homogeneous. 

Then Sam thought of examining it under the micro- 
scope. He found that it was full of microscopic bub- 
bles — hollow places ! By later experiment, we found 
that the metal was just a sponge of the strange alloy, 
filled with tiny bubbles of helium gas, under considerable 
pressure. Sam presently formulated the theory that the 
alloy, when formed, had contained considerable amounts 
of radium compounds; and that the alpha particles, or 
charged helium atoms, thrown off by the disintegration 
of the radium, while the metal was in a semi-plastic 
state, had been imprisoned in it. 

But it was not until later — much later— that we got 
the true meaning of it — that we understood the in- 
sidious force that acted in the metal, to make human 
beings slaves to it! 

So the days went by — happy, carefree days for me. 
I knew real joy for the first time in my life. Since 
youth I had known the Green Girl in my fancy. I had 
longed to find her, with a restless, hopeless longing that 
had left me discontented and unhappy, whatever my sur- 
roundings. Now, at last, she was really mine. I loved 
her with a singleness and intensity of affection that 
turned all my emotion in one direction, so I felt little 
fear or care for anything else. 

One day, when we sat like children together on a cool, 
moss-covered rock beneath a great fragrant purple tree, 
with a crystal pool before us, gleaming like molten ruby 
in the light of the scarlet sky, I told her quite simply 
that I loved her — that I had known her always, and 
loved her as long. 

"The white chieftain of my dreams," she whispered, 
"for what long years I have wished for you to come and 
tell me thatl" 

There was no need for further words between us. It 
was a long, long time before we returned to the machine, 
and then I am afraid we both flushed a little before the 
smile of tender understanding on Sam's lean face. 

CHAPTER XXV 

The Tragedy in the Purple Wood 

OUR woodland life was happy. We were quite 
unconscious of the events that were shaping 
themselves to bring sudden catastrophe. We 
saw in our simple lives no foreshadowing of the supreme 
moments of the stupendous drama in which we were in- 
volved. The crisis came with little enough warning. 

On the last day of our joyous existence there (we 
had fallen into the habit of making an arbitrary division 
of our time into days and nights), Sam arose and fixed 
our breakfast. I remember that we had pancakes, with 
maple sirup. Then, since "Alexander" was fluttering 
about, eager for the day's hunt, and flickering messages 
to him with its petal-like membrane, he got his rifle and 
they departed. 

As the old scientist walked off through the purple 
trees, puffing steadily on the old pipe in his mouth, 
fondly watching the huge, winged beast that flew along 



above him with his gun, little did I dream of the tragedy 
that was in store ! I could not have believed that Sam 
stood in any great danger. The winged creature that 
attended him was two-thirds grown ; it would have been 
more than a match for a couple of lions 1 Certainly it 
was no feeble bodyguard 1 

An hour after he had gone, Xenora and I took one of 
my old romances of science, and walked a quarter of a 
mile up the limpid stream to a favorite resort of ours. 
We laughed and talked much by the way, and gathered a 
great bunch of the little red blooms. I was teaching her 
to read — at least that was our nominal business, though 
it was usually forgotten. 

The living, wonderful mystery of her, her sheer per- 
fection, the life and love that sparkled in her eyes, all 
enchanted me, carried my thoughts away from the page ! 

We sat together on our mossy stone seat, reading a 
little, and laughing and talking much, until we forgot all 
except each other. When I looked at my watch, I found 
that we had been there many hours. We got up and 
started back to the machine, speculating light-heartedly 
on what Sam would have ready for dinner. 

We shouted carefree greetings as we approached the 
machine, and received no reply. We got to the deck, and 
descended to the cabin in vague alarm, but saw no sign 
of the old scientist. We hoped that he had only been 
delayed. I blew the siren several times, and listened to 
hear a signal from his gun. But when the echoes of the 
blast had died away from the silent purple wood, all was 
still again. We heard no answering shot. 

I climbed out on the deck to listen. Not a sound dis- 
turbed the stillness, save the faint rustle of the unceasing 
wind in the purple trees above, and the crystal tinkle of 
the little stream. Green meadows and bright trees lay 
steaming beneath the hot red sky — quiet as death. The 
stillness was ominous. It bore the portent of doom! 

Presently Xenora crept up by me and ran her strong 
cool arm through mine. Her violet eyes were solemn, 
now ; and her fair face was clouded with anxiety. She 
had come to share my love for Sam. 

"I am afraid for him," she whispered. "Many things 
might have happened. The beasts he hunted may have 
charged and killed him. Or a ship of Mutron may have 
found him — the ships of the Lord of Flame travel even 
to the waters of the lower sea to do battle with the 
Lunaks. And there is another danger of the wood — that 
is never seen. The hunters of Lothar never venture far 
from the city." 

Her words were not particularly encouraging, and I 
made ready to go to look for Sam at once. I carried a heavy 
rifle, my pistol, and an emergency medicine kit. Xenora 
insisted on going along, and I could do nothing but assent. 
I did not wish to leave her alone, and she herself was no 
mean woodsman. In fact, when it came to the matter of 
following the trail over the low green plants, she proved 
far more expert than myself. 

We left at once. The trail led us east for a mile, par- 
allel to the stream, in the cover of the purple trees. Then 
it turned north across an open meadow; and there 
Xenora picked up the spoor of one of the great sloths, 
which Sam had stalked. It led on to a group of three 
giant purple trees, and there we found two fired catridges 
from Sam's rifle. Three hundred yards farther on, in an 
open meadow, we found the kill. 

Alexander had evidently had his fill from it ; and near 
by were the dying embers of a fire, and the charred green 
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stick on which Sam had cooked a steak for himself. The 
ground around the fire was somewhat torn up. The 
green plants had been uprooted and crushed. And there 
oh the ground I found another cartridge from the rifle. 

Presently Xenora picked up a trail leading toward a 
clump of the flowering; trees to the north. We followed 
it hastily, silent with fearful anticipations. Twice we 
saw on the ground great splashes of green liquid, of the 
life-fluid of the plant creatures. Had Sam's pet been 
fighting for him in the air as he fled ? 

Then we came to the pitiful end of the trail. The 
ground was frightfully torn up, as if great bodies had 
struggled there. There were great splotches of the green 
fluid, and a fateful stain — evidently of human blood. 
Sam's battered pith helmet we found on the ground there, 
and six fired shells— silent tokens of the battle! 

From the spot no trail led away. There was no evi- 
dence to show whether the battle had ended in death or 
in capture, nor anything to show what manner of being 
the unknown assailant had been. For a long time we 
stood there, gazing at the spot in lifeless grief and de- 
spair, apathetically fingering the helmet and shells, vainly 
trying to picture the contest, and looking about for other 
signs. 

"It is no use to go farther," Xenora said at last. "It 
is the unknown menace of the purple wood, Many a man 
of Lothar has been taken by it — it is a silent, winged 
death!" 

CHAPTER XXVI 
The Last City of Lothar 

PRESENTLY we turned and trudged wearily back 
to the Omnimobile. There was nothing else to do. 
. I was sick with an aching heart. It was incredible 
that Sam, kind and true friend that he had' always been, 
should be no more. A choking lump rose in my throat, 
and I confess that a few tears rolled down my cheek. 

But I still had Xenora. As we walked, I put my arms 
around her, protectingly, in the grim determination that 
this strange world should not rob me also of the dream 
girl for whom I had searched two worlds. My love of 
her kept me from utter despair, but even then I knew 
that our ideal life could not go on. 

I would have to find what it was that had taken Sam— 
to identify the thing that Xenora called so vaguely "the 
menace of the purple wood." Might it be the wild plant 
monsters, or was it something even more alien and ter- 
rible ? And I thought more seriously of the danger to 
the earth, that I had been trying so vainly to forget. 
Sam's responsibility had fallen on my shoulders. I must 
see what I could do. 

With the wonderful intuitive knowledge of one an- 
other's thoughts that Xenora and I have always had, she 
understood what was passing in my mind before I said 
anything. Softly, she took my fingers in her hand, and 
looked at me with deep sympathy in her eyes. 

"I know, Melvin, what you think. And it is right. It 
is hard, so soon after you have come here to find me— 
hut it must be. I can guide you to the city pf my people. 
I can even show you to the brink of the pit of Xath, 
if you would go there!" 

"You are very brave and true, my princess 1" 
"I come from Lothar ! If you feel that your duty bids 
you risk the violet death in Xath, I would not dissuade 



you. But the Lord of Flame is mighty — no man can 
fight him! He has power over all!" 

"Except our love," I said. I stopped, and took her in 
my arms, and pressed her red warm lips against my own. 
In the whole world, she was all that was mine. She clung 
to me fiercely, as if the terrible power of the pit of flames 
was trying to tear her away. 

At last we went on, and presently we reached the Omni- 
mobile, hidden in the purple grove. In Sam's absence, it 
looked very cheerless and lonely. We got aboard and made 
ready for departure. I tuned up the motors, and exam- 
ined the electric weapons, and cleaned and loaded the 
little cannon again. As I worked, Xenora went in the 
galley and fixed a lunch. We ate quickly, under the 
silent pall of bitter tragedy, thinking of the smiling old 
man that should have been with us. 

Then we climbed into the conning-tower, and I 
switched on the engines. The humming of the genera- 
tors rose again, and the great machine lumbered clumsily 
out of the little wood, where it had been hidden for so 
many happy days. For many hours we held a north- 
westward course over the green plateaus and through the 
purple woodlands, with the light of the crimson day shin- 
ing through the ports. / 

Xenora stood by me and chose the route. For the last 
few miles we crept along just east of a high, bare ridge 
of rocks. At last she bade me stop the machine in a 
clump of trees at the foot of the hill. The last city of 
Lothar, she said, lay but a mile beyond. 

I took my binoculars and a rifle, and we left the ma- 
chine and clambered up a half mile to the top of the 
ridge. The girl led the way, slipping cautiously through 
the rocks. At last she threw herself down behind a 
fringe of the low green plants, and motioned me to crawl 
up beside her. 

"Look," she whispered, "and see all that is left of 
Lothar, the proud kingdom of my fathers, under the 
curse of the Lord of Flame!" 

Indeed it was a scene of ruined grandeur that met my 
eyes. A little valley, perhaps two miles wide, lay beyond 
the ridge on which we were concealed. On the low hill 
beyond, standing out against the crimson sky, was a mas- 
sive ruined wall. Back of it rose the crumbling desolate 
ruins of great towers and palaces of stone, covered with 
the moss of centuries of decay — merely the bare bleached 
skull of a dead civilization ! 

"It was in those fallen palaces of my fathers," Xenora 
whispered again, "that I found the strange machine that 
brought me the first dream of you." 

I put up the glasses and made out the actual city out- 
side the wall. Certainly Lothar had fallen since its days 
of radio. There was a mere straggling village of rude 
stone huts spread out on the valley floor, below the colos- 
sal ruined metropolis. The few hundred buildings were 
surrounded by a little cleared space, with the purple for- 
est creeping up to reclaim it forever. I made out a few 
children playing about the trees, and a dozen ill-clad men 
working in the clearings. A few wreaths of smoke 
curled up from the dwellings; the peole had not yet lost 
the art of fire ! 

And hanging silent and menacing in the air above the 
village was the visible symbol of the alien power that had 
wrecked that ancient civilization! A great, gleaming 
silver ball — a ship like the one we had fought— hung mo- 
tionless above the huts, with a quick purple beam from it 
flickering frequently over them! 
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For a long time we lay there watching that desolate, 
pitiful scene, and then Xenora touched my arms, and we 
slipped back down the ridge. She was silent, with grief 
and despair in her eyes. 

"See!" she whispered at last. "See! Lothar is dead! 
The Lord of Flame has killed it! The men are poor 
struggling wretches ; they could do nothing even if the 
flame were gone! My father was the last king of Lo- 
thar. His was a troubled reign, and he has been dead 
many hundred sleeps!" 

"Don't grieve so, my princess," I said. "There are 
still vast cities above the waters, where men are power- 
ful and wise, and where the' sky is blue and a white sun 
shines, and where there is a domain many times larger 
than all this abyss 1" 

"Can we go there — ever ?" she questioned eagerly. 

"No. We can never leave this land, even if the Lord 
of Flame is killed. The machine cannot break through 
the roof of water from below. And the power of the 
Lord of Flame is coming to earth. Even now it may be 
a dead and frozen world." 

And drooping in the silence of dull despair, we reached 
the machine, and drove quickly for the protection of the 
deeper wood. 

CHAPTER XXVII 
Mutron of the Sleepers 

FOR half a dozen hours we lumbered eastward 
through the forest. We wallowed through swamps, 
and rolled over broad green meadows alight with 
the crimson day, and broke through jungles bright with 
purple bloom. At last we emerged on a narrow upland, 
with the great lake below it. The black sheet of water, 
tinged with the red light of the sky, stretched away for 
many miles to the eastward. Along its northern shore we 
could see the low cliffs that divided it from the pit of 
Xath. 

We stopped the machine, and looked for a long time 
across the black lake to the north, and over the low cliffs 
to the ruby mist beyond, alive with the dancing violet 
lights. 

Then I turned to the rare girt beside me, who was 
watching me with tears brimming in her violet eyes. The 
utter grief, the black despair on her face half broke my 
resolution. I felt doubtful, weak, utterly miserable, with 
pain stabbing at my heart like a thin steel blade. 

"It is right. You must go," she whispered bravely. 

I took her in my arms again. How wonderful and true 
she was ! Struggling so bravely to hold back her tears ! 
More precious than ever in the final parting ! A single 
hour of the heaven of that embrace — embittered by the 
knowledge that it would soon be ended ! 

Then, quickly, lest my resolution fail, I made ready for 
departure ! I stretched up a tent in a little grove above 
the lake, and stocked it with a liberal assortment of sup- 
plies from our store-room. I gave Xenora an automatic 
and a case of ammunition, and showed her how to use the 
weapon. Here she was to stay, in the vain hope that I 
might return a victor from the mad attack on the Lord 
of Flame. 

For I had determined to enter the abyss. I knew that 
was what Sam would have me do, rather than lose time 
in an attempt to learn his fate. Xenora was eager to cast 
her lot with mine, but I would not hear of it. 

A choking lump was in my throat as I staggered 



aboard the Omnimobile, and closed the manhole with a 
trembling hand. I gave a final heartbreaking glance to 
the splendid girl, majestic and erect, even in her pain, 
standing desolate and alone by the tent. Then I turned 
on the generators, and drove north along the lake shore. 

I had the rude map that Sam had drawn from Xen- 
ora's knowledge. It showed the pit of the Lord of Flame 
to be just north of the lake, separated from it only by a 
surprisingly narrow wall of cliffs which, the girl said, 
had been a highway of her fathers, though it was now 
covered with jungle. And the city of Mutron was shown 
north of me, on the brink of the pit of Xath. 

Steadily I drove northward, in a daze of fevered pain. 
It seems an eternity when I look back upon it, but it could 
not have been many hours. Automatically I kept in the 
shelter of the purple trees. At last I emerged on the 
edge of a great plateau, covered with the green vegeta- 
tion, many miles across. On the south and west, from 
whence I had come, it was surrounded by purple trees— 
by the thick purple wood in which I had halted. On the 
north the great cliffs towered up to the sharp-edged scar- 
let roof, four miles above. It was strange to see the blue 
walls cut off so abruptly by the red. The sky was like a 
red lake seen inverted in a nfirror. Those blue cliffs 
were hardly a dozen miles away now— I had to bend back 
my head to see the sharp line where the roof cut them 
off. 

On the east side of that plateau, there was — nothing! 

Beyond, lay the pit of Xath, with the faint ruby mist 
above it, filled as always with the wavering reflections of 
violet flames. And a half dozen miles before me, on the 
brink of that pit, stood— Mutron I 

The City of the Sleepers ! 

A strange scene it was ! A city of silver metal ! 
Domes and towers and pyramids of argent whiteness ! 
Vast incredible machines! Huge and oddly wrought 
structures ! Titanic cubes and cylinders and cones ! AH 
of gleaming silver ! The city shone with a cold light. It 
was as weird, as unearthly, as a dead city of the moon! 
It had the silent, ghostly gleam of moonlight! It was 
wrapped in mystery, clad in frozen fear! 

And the city was not idle. Those vast amazing ma- 
chines were moving. Silver globe-ships were drifting in 
silent haste above it! And ever and anon, one of them 
dropped over the rim, into the pit of Xath, or one floated 
unexpectedly up out of that abyss ! 

As I stood there in the Omnimobile, in the shadow of 
the last of the purple trees, my heart grew sick again 
with doubt. What, indeed, could I, with my puny ma- 
chine, do against the great science that that city of mys- 
tery represented? The men of one once mighty empire 
were now slaves to it! What hope was there for me? 
Was not the human race, like the bison or the dodo, about 
to fall before a superior power? 

But there would be no turning back. I saw to it that 
all the machinery was in order, and returned to the con- 
ning-tower. Before me was the instrument board that 
controlled the electric arc and the rocket tubes, as well as 
the machinery. 

I started the hydrodyne generators at their full capac- 
ity, and then threw the switch. As the half million horse 
power went through the resistance coils, jets of super- 
heated steam roared out of the nozzles, condensing in 
white rushing clouds. The terrific force of the jets up- 
rooted the purple trees, and the machine vibrated to the 
mighty blast. I was hurled into the air. With a speed 
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that swiftly increased to many hundreds of miles per 
hour, I hurtled the broad plain, and over the ghostly 
white city of silver — and into the abyss! 

The plateau ended abruptly as if cut off with a knife. 
The crater fell sheer away before me, stretching to the 
vast blue cliffs in the north, and to the line of living pur- 
ple and green that marked the beginning of the eastward 
forests. Only a thin green line separated the abyss from 
the lake on the south, which, in the reflected light of the 
scarlet sky, horribly suggested a sea of blood, ready to 
flow into the pit. 

Undoubtedly the crater was of volcanic origin. I could 
not determine its depth, nor the state of its floor — it was 
filled with the thick crimson mist. The wavering tongues 
of violet fire still flickered through it, throbbing 
strangely, like the reflection of fires below — hinting un- 
pleasantly of alien life. 

As the rich green plain vanished beneath me, and I 
sped high over that husy strange white city and into the 
haze of the abyss, an odd feeling of the wildness and the 
unfamiliar terror of the place stole over me again. I was 
very thankful for the invention of Sam's, for the thin 
helmet of wire gauze above my head I 

Suddenly a great twisting bar of green fire writhed 
up, like a serpent's head, from the nest of flames. It 
swung and coiled and twisted through the rosy mists with 
a slow, deliberate motion, like an incredible reptile of 
flame, raising its head, looking, searching! Respite the 
helmet, great fear swept my brain like a hot flame ! 

CHAPTER XXVIII 

The Flaming Brain 

MIGHTY winds whipped about me. The roaring 
jets of steam drove the throbbing machine on 
over the rosy mists, and over the flickering vio- 
let flames. And I fell — dropped into the hidden pit. 
Vividly I saw the great writhing head of green rising 
above the fire-fog ahead, with that in its waving, serpen- 
tine motion that told me that its eyes were already upon 
me! I was certain that it was a living, sentient entity, 
that it was intelligent ! 

Could my weapons avail against it? 
I fell through the rosy clouds. The green and purple 
rim of the abyss grew vague, and the blue cliffs in the 
north assumed a misty indistinctness. The red mist 
shone until it seemed that I was swimming in a fog of 
crimson fire. 

And all the while the bright beautiful face of Xenora 
was before me. The light of her clear violet eyes drove 
the strangeness and the fear from my mind, leaving only 
my pain at leaving her. I drove the machine mechanic- 
ally, lost in a daze of grief. 

For ages, it seemed, I shot forward through the haze. 
At last I made out a bare floor of sand and rocks, pitted 
with circular craters. It was a good thousand feet be- 
low, and still dim in the haze. I opened the bow tubes, 
and the force of my fall was checked. In three minutes 
more, the machine struck the earth, bow first. It tore a 
vast hole in the sand, and rolled over twice, coming to 
rest on its side. Fortunately it had been built to with- 
stand such knocks; fortunately, too, I was strapped in 
my cushioned seat. 

I got the motors started and worked the machine to an 
upright position. The crater floor was visible for half 



a mile about in all directions. It was a dead, desolate 
waste of hard sand and twisted black volcanic rocks. 
Further vision was cut off by the rosy mist tiiat hung 
above the floor. 

Then I saw, far before me, a bright violet gleam 
through the crimson mist! Indistinctly I saw a broad 
green shaft of pulsing fire rise from it, to lose itself in 
the crimson sky ! That intense violet light, from which 
the flickering reflections came, and from which the green 
beam reached up, I knew, must be the seat of the Lord of 
Flame! 

I started the engines once more, and the machine rolled 
mightily forward over the bare rocks, with a great 
clangor of metal upon stone, forging ahead at last to meet 
the alien menace. It roared over bare sandy flats, 
rounded great boulders, crashed into pits, crawled 
through craters! Then, suddenly, that terrible green 
flame flared out toward mel I knew that I had been dis- 
covered! Like a lance of green flame it flashed through 
the red gloom above! Its motion was alert, surprised, 
terrible ! 

I set the loading mechanism of the little gun to fire 
high explosive, and put it in action, hurling shells in the 
direction of that violet light. And still I drove swiftly 
on. The flashes of the explosions were visible through 
the mist ahead, but the deep violet light still glowed. 

I turned on the reserve power units, and the machine 
vibrated from their throbbing drone. I threw another 
switch, and the deep purr of the giant transformers filled 
the ship. The mighty white tongue of the electric arc 
reached out ahead of me ! 

And the Oiunimobilc plunged on! 

Two of the silver spheres — the ships of Mutron — ap- 
peared before me, with the green vortexes of the atomic 
disintegration springing up about them. The great arc 
brought them down in incandescent wreckage almost as 
soon as they came in view ! 

The violet mist grew brighter, more distinct. I knew 
the shells were bursting near it, and that the arc would 
reach it soon. The faithful old machine lumbered rapidly 
on over the wild and twisted rocky desert — a waste as ter- 
rible as the mountains of the moon! 

In fact, that crater-pitted floor bore a curious resemb- 
lance to the typical lunar landscape, and the forces that 
produced them must have been similar. 

Then the mist cleared, and I saw the form of the thing 
that gave the violet light I It was scores of feet thick, 
and hundreds tall! It was a vast smooth cylinder of 
violet fire ! It shone like metal, which was white hot and 
seen through violet glass ! The color of it ran and flick- 
ered on the surface! Violet sheets and bands crawled 
and flashed upon it, and violet flame flowed away from it 
in many little tongues. The thing was perfectly smooth 
and cylindrical, five hundred feet in height— a Titanic 
"monolith" of metal I 

Still the Omnimobile lumbered irresistibly onward. 
The little gun crashed regularly, and the shells threw up 
the earth about that weird cylinder half a mile ahead. 
And the great white flame of the arc was playing far out 
toward it like the sword of the angel of death! 

I saw a cluster of curious gleaming machines about the 
base of the great cylinder. One of my shells must have 
struck them, for they suddenly seemed to collapse and 
dissolve in a cloud of white smoke. 

Abruptly a huge, terrible bar of green fire rose from 
the top of the cylinder almost like an extension of it — 
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it was like a beam of green light from a vast searchlight. 
But it bent and twisted, as if it were alive ! It moved like 
a snake, writhed toward me ! 
And then came the catastrophe! 

A great pit in the rocky desert suddenly appeared be- 
fore me— a hundred- foot chasm ! I made a wild attempt 
to swing the machine around it. But, busy with the arc, 
the generators, and the gun, I had seen it too late. The 
brink loomed before me! Desperately I set the brakes. 
The machine paused jerkily, hesitated, then leaped over 
the rim ! For a breathless second it feli down the sheer 
crater wall! I had no time to use the rockets! It 
crashed heavily upon the rocks! 

I was torn from my seat and flung cruelly against the 
side of the conning tower! My helmet was knocked off! 
And on the instant, a red storm of fear broke about me! 
It beat down on my brain like a rain of horror! It 
throbbed with an archaic rhythm, stirring strange emo- 
tions that overruled my reason and volition! Terror 
swept about me like a fierce wind from a hot desert of 
death, picking up my soui and sweeping it away to a fate 
uunamable I 

I struggled with it terribly, with all my will. But it 
beat down my feeble barriers like a resistless tide. It 
burned away my will like a hot flame in my brain! 

That horror came over me in a vast, overwhelming 
wave ! It seized my body ! My hand moved unwillingly, 
and cut off the current of the great arc! And then my 
body was struggling to its feet, opening the manhole, 
and clambering out of the machine. But stili the thing 
did not have mc! I was still an independent entity, that 
sat apart and watched. 

I knew that I had succumbed to the hypnotic control of 
the alien power that dwelt in that vast metal cylinder. I 
was another of the slaves of the Lord of Flame— of the 
Sleepers of Mutron! 

CHAPTER XXIX 

Xenora's Sacrifice 

I WAS moved out of the machine like an automaton 
by the terrible force that controlled me. My body 
was no longer my own! It was swept along as if 
by a mighty wind. That force of horror roared and 
throbbed in my brain. Red flames of fear flickered be- 
fore my eyes. I was sick and faint with terror. But 
my body did not collapse — it was relentlessly moved by 
that terrible force from the violet cylinder, I was utterly 
helpless— I felt the hopeless horror of one chained 
before a loathsome monster! 

Suddenly I wished fiercely for death, for only death 
could bring me freedom from the horror that swept in a 
throbbing torrent through my brain. But even death was 
beyond my reach, for my hands were not my own ! 

For a moment that power left me standing on the side 
of the overturned machine. The Omuimobile lay on 
the sandy floor of the crater, which may have been a hun- 
dred feet in depth and as many yards across. Against 
the red sky, above the black cliffs of the pit's farther 
rim, towered the violet metal cylinder — the flaming metal 
brain whose hypnotic control ruled my body. 

For a moment I was left standing there, and then my 
body was springing down and running across the rock- 
strewn sand toward the cliffs. It ran like a machine- 
beyond my control ! In vain I tried even to stumble and 



fall! In a few moments it reached the rim. It clam- 
bered wildly up. I know that in my normal self I could 
never have surmounted that sheer wall. But the tele- 
pathic force from the flaming brain seemed to give my 
limbs superhuman strength ! Soon I was at the top, 
with bleeding hands and tattered clothing ! 

And my body ran on toward the violet monostyle ! 

It was two hundred yards away — a Titanic smooth up- 
right cylinder of metal, the polished surface crawling 
and flowing with violet flame, with the great incredible 
serpent-like beam of green rising from the top. 

It was astounding— in the strangeness of its aspect, 
and in its inexplicable suggestion of alien intelligence! 
But how could there be intelligence in metal? 

And then I saw the meu about it ! 

Two of the vast silver spheres were stopped on the 
ground below the cylinder, oddly dwarfed by its vast 
height. And about them were men ! They were the green 
slaves — the Sleepers of Mutron! Their bodies were 
naked but for tattered scraps of cloth. Fastened upon 
their backs by the cruel metal clamps, they bore the 
strange prisms ! 

But those bars of metal were not blue like the one we 
had taken from the dead man! They shone with the 
same mysterious violet radiance as the Titanic mono- 
style. They were parts of it — akin to it! 

The men moved like sleepers, or like machines, as I 
felt that I was moving— as if their wills were dead! 
They toiled in tireless haste, without confusion. Many 
were carrying burdens. And it seemed that some were 
polishing the surface of the cylinder, or applying some 
luminous substance to it. Near the ground they were 
quite plainly visible, clinging to its surface like flies, and 
toiling furiously. Higher up on the colossal cylinder they 
were but dancing black specks within the violet flame! 

The ground about was pitted with shell holes from my 
bombardment, and at one side I saw the twisted wreck 
of the great machine I had struck. It is possible that 
I had hit the great cylinder itself, but it might have re- 
ceived the fire of the biggest gun in Christendom with 
iittle injury. 

In two minutes more I had been drawn to within fifty 
yards of that vast shining column of metal. Then the 
force of fear that had seized my body permitted it to 
stop, and I stood still. That awful twisting beam of 
green flame reached out of the top of the thing, and bent 
down over me! It touched me I 

I felt tiny whip-like fingers of it feeling— exploring 
my body ! The green radiance grew denser about me. 
It enshrouded me in a fog of green light — so painfully 
intense, blinding and terrible, that I tried to shut my eyes 
against it. But that horror held them open ! 

And that green fire came into my body, and into my 
brain. It was eager, insistent, questioning — and so hor- 
rible that my being rocked with pain. It questioned ; it 
commanded ! It sought to know of me, and of my com- 
panions, of the Omuimobile, and of the world we had 
left above. I struggled against it, fiercely, terribly, until 
I felt my limbs chilling with the sweat of the conflict- 
But it won ! 

It took my mind as it had taken my body! It beat 
about my brain like a vast storm ; it penetrated my being 
in a flood of green fire! My brain reeled, was swept by 
an avalanche of awful power! I sank at last into mer- 
ciful oblivion that was the counterpart of the death I 
had so desired ! 
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At last, when I was vaguely conscious again, I had a 
curious feeling of mental exhaustion. I felt as if I had 
undergone a fearful ordeal. I felt as if I had toiled as 
I slept, as if I had answered many questions put to me 
by that power. It seemed as if the green light had 
swept the contents from my brain, had searched all 
my knowledge. 

As I awoke, bodily sensation returned, and I felt some- 
one lifting me gently from the bare earth upon which 
I lay : My limbs were cold and stiff ; but the awful force 
that had controlled them was, for the moment, relaxed. 

I opened my eyes, and cried out, first in incredulous 
joy, and then in utter despair. Xenora — the Green 
Girl — was lifting my head. There was anxiety and care 
in her violet eyes, and unutterable fatigue was shown in 
her body. She had followed me into the pit, to give her 
life with mine ! 

"Oh, Xenora, my dream girl, why did you come? 
There was no need for you to give your life!" I pro- 
tested in bitter despair as she raised me in her arms and 
held me against her breath. 

"I felt you battle with the Lord of Flame. I felt 
it conquer you. So I left the camp, to come." 

"And how, in all wonders, did you get into this pit, 
and so soon?" 

"My chieftain, it is not so soon! For three sleeps I 
have come through the forests and rocks, without stop- 
ping, while you lay still in the power of the Flame!" 

"But why— why — come to throw away your life — " 

"See, I bring you the wonderful thing of Barsoni Sam, 
that shuts out the horror. I give it to you, and you can 
go on with your battle against the Flame ! — No, you can 
never conquer the Flame ! But fly ! ■ Go back to your 
land !" 

Even then I felt the horror awakening again, felt that 
fearful force directed again upon me. With a single 
quick motion, before I could prevent her, Xenora had 
whipped the electro-screen helmet from her head and 
drawn it about my own. 

"Fly," she whispered fiercely. "The Sleepers of Mu- 
tton ! And think not of me ! Fly ! Even from me !" 

The horror relaxed, and I collapsed in a daze of relief. 
In a moment I had recovered and got to my feet. 
Xenora was a score of yards away, dashing off. I ran 
after her, calling for her to take back the precious 
helmet. * 

Suddenly she stopped. A convulsion ran through her 
frame. She turned, with her face a mask of livid hor- 
ror. She was in the power of the Flame ! She was a 
Sleeper! She bent, seized a rock, and hurled it at my 
head with superhuman strength. I dodged and it hurtled 
past my ear. She sprang at me like an animal, drawing 
the hunting knife I had left her. 

I turned and ran wildly, as a score of the Sleepers 
came running. I passed close by that violet metal mon- 
ostyle, and it seemed that its crawling violet fires reached 
out for me. I ran desperately toward the east ! I heard 
the strange cries of the Sleepers of Mutron behind me! 
I felt the awful green flame writhing above me, but even 
it could not penetrate the helmet ! 

I was insane with terror ! 

I ran on and on, through eternities of heart-breaking 
effort. At last I stopped exhausted, with pounding 
temples and bursting lungs, to look behind me. The 
flaming brain was but a dull violet glow against the red 
sky. A desolate waste of bare rugged rocks and great 



round craters lay about me beneath the crimson mist. 
All was silent! The sounds of pursuit were gone! 

CHAPTER XXX 

"The Nitrate Plantation" 

SHOULD I go on, or return and try to save Xenora, 
as she had rescued me? That question throbbed 
in my brain. The answer would have been easy 
enough if I had had her alone to consider. I might 
cheerfully have surrendered myself to that dreaded 
power to save her — any man would have done as much ! 
But what of the menace to the earth? Should I give 
up the struggle? 

For a long time I stood thete on the rim of a strange 
crater, lost in indecision. At last my sense of duty to 
mankind was victor. I set off wearily toward the east 
again. The Omnimobile was so near the flaming brain 
that I dared not attempt to reach it, even if I had been 
confident of finding it. And upon consideration, I was 
sure that if the machine was left as it was, it would be 
only as a trap for me. 

A sorry hope, indeed, was I for victory in the struggle 
with that vast alien power for the safety of earth! 
A man alone, ragged, without even a pocket-knife, lost 
in the wilderness of a strange world, and possessing only 
a modicum of scientific knowledge! 

What folly, indeed, for one in such circumstances to 
pit himself against such a science ! But that seemed the 
only hope for victory. With Sam in my place, the out- 
look would have been brighter. If I had a fair scientific 
education, Sam knew enough to raise cities and armies 
in the wilderness ! 

For many hours I struggled toward the east — away 
from the violet glow — over the desert of rocks and 
craters, through the ruby mist. And I came unexpect- 
edly upon an explanation for the origin of the crimson 
haze. Thin clouds of red luminous gas were hissing 
from some of the craters or funaroles — escaping from 
the radium deposits in the core of the earth, to float 
up and augment the radioactive cloud that held up the 
waters ! 

I was half dead with weariness when I reached the 
mile-high cliffs at the crater's rim, and half insane with 
grief for Xenora, and with angry doubt of my wisdom 
in deserting her. I have little memory of how I got up 
that wall of rocks. I remember climbing until I was 
worn out, of toiling upward with bleeding hands and 
feet, of fighting on when I was dizzy for want of food 
and water, of struggling up when my body screamed in 
pain for me to surrender and drop to merciful oblivion 
in the abyss ! I remember sleeping many times on ledges 
or in crevices when I could go no farther. 

But at last I reached the rim ! 

I climbed otit upon the flat plateau to the east of the 
abyss, a strange wilderness of green plains and purple 
trees, but infinitely welcome after the tortures through 
which I had been. I stumbled across the meadows until 
I found a little stream. Eagerly I wet my parched 
mouth, and presently i slaked my thirst, and ate a few 
of the date-like fruits of the flowering trees. And then 
I slept. 

For a period of many months thereafter, I led a 
strange wild life — the life of a beast or a savage. It 
now seems to me that I must have been more than half 
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insane, yet I had cunning of a sort. Wandering about 
in the woodland in the first few days, before my strength 
was fully recovered, I came upon a great lump of native 
copper. With hammer and anvil of stone I set out to 
shape some tools of it. First I made a knife, and then 
.a broad blade for a wooden spear. With those weapons I 
soon bad stalked and killed one of the great fat sloths. 
After several weary efforts, I achieved a fire by friction, 
and feasted upon roasted meat. 

Many were the mad and impossible schemes that my 
fevered brain formed for making an attack on the flam- 
ing brain of metal, only to reject each upon considera- 
tion. As I had hurtled through the air above the pit, in my 
ill-starred attack in the Omnimobile, I had been much 
impressed by the narrowness of the bridge of cliffs be- 
tween the great lake and the abyss. Now it occurred to 
me that I might dig a canal, and let the waters of the 
lake in to flood the Lord of Flame. 

With that in mind, I made an expedition to the isth- 
mus, armed with copper pick and spade. I found that 
my eyes had curiously deceived me, from the air. The 
land bridge was a wall of rock, nowhere less than a hun- 
dred feet high and four hundred thick, covered with 
a rank growth of jungle. Along it, even as Xenora had 
said, was a ruined road. Here and there a crumbling 
stone monument rose from the jungle like a bleached 
skull of the dead civilization. 

There was no hope of digging a canal. A hundred 
men, in ten years, might liave been able to cut a tunnel 
through that wall of stone, with modern tools and ex- 
plosives! Nitroglycerine! That started me on a new 
line of thought. I had once made chemistry a hobby. It 
was not impossible. For Sam, it would have been child's 
play. But, alas! there was no help from my old friend! 

I set to work at once. For many months I labored. 
The task was a tremendous one. The first necessity was 
an adequate supply of nitrates. I was not fortunate 
enough to discover a natural deposit, as heroes of 
fiction usually are ; so I set out to make a "nitrate 
plantation" such as is used for the manufacture of ni- 
trates in a primitive way. I dug a great shallow pit, 
lined it with waterproof clay, and filled it with alternate 
layers of wood ashes obtained by burning the purple 
trees, and everything I could pick up in the way of 
nitrogenous animal and vegetable refuse. At last it was 
filled and wet down with water from my clay-bed. I 
had nothing to do but wait until the nitrogen products 
of decomposition had united themselves with the potas- 
sium bases in the wood ashes. 

Then I fell to the mining of iron pyrites, and to the 
building of a furnace in which I could burn my pottery 
apparatus. After many disheartening failures I was 
able to set up apparatus that I thought would suffice for 
the manufacture of my acids. I burned rude jars, glazed 
with sand, in which to carry and store my reagents and 
explosives. 

My memory of all that time is a dim dream of terror. 
Many times for long hours I stood on the brink, gazing 
into the flickering mist, thinking of Xenora and half 
determined to give it all up and to seek her. But always 
I went back to my mad task, toiling in a daze of grief 
and despair. 

Before I did anything more in the way of manufac- 
ture, I paid another visit to the .isthmus, and selected 
the site for the mine which was to tear an opening in it. 
I found a deep crevice in the rocks, and spent many 



weeks in clearing and enlarging it, until I bad ready a 
chamber deep in the heart of the barrier, below the level 
of the lake. 

During all that time I lived- upon the little fruits and 
upon the flesh of the sloths I killed. I carefully saved 
the fat from the latter, saponified it with alkalies leached 
from wood ashes, and removed the soap by "salting 
down" with evaporated brine from a salt spring. I col- 
lected and stored the glycerine until I had many gallons. 

At last, judging that my "nitrate plantation" had had 
time to serve its purpose, I dug it up, leached the prod- 
uct, and crystallized the saltpeter by evaporation in 
earthen pots. The yield was satisfactory in quantity 
and fair in quality, but it had cost fearful effort. 

Then I set about the manufacture of sulphuric acid 
by roasting the iron pyrites with nitrate in my crude 
apparatus, collecting the acid in wet pottery condensers. 
That took many days, and the next step was making 
nitric acid by boiling saltpeter in sulphuric acid and 
condensing the fumes. 

At last, when I had the three necessary chemicals — 
glycerine, and nitric and sulphuric acids — I set out to 
transport them separately to my mine, to avoid the 
hazard of the transportation of the finished product. 
That, again, was a heartbreaking task, for I bad mate- 
rials enough to make several hundred quarts of nitro- 
glycerine, and the distance was half a dozen miles. 

But ragged, ill-kept savage that I was, I had collected 
on the cliffs above my shaft the materials for the man- 
ufacture of a good quantity of high explosive. For one 
in my position, it had been a considerable achievement 

CHAPTER XXXI 

The Mine on the Brink 

AT LAST, in haste and fear and trembling, I began 
t-\ the task of mixing my chemicals, dumping them 
into vats of water cooled by evaporation, under 
a rude shed to cut off the fierce heat of the red sky. 
Even with all my precautions to prevent a premature 
explosion, the hazard was fearful. I washed the nitro- 
glycerine, and carried it in earthen jars down into the 
heart of the cliffs. I meant to die in the final explosion, 
but I was afraid the stuff would go off before it was 
in place. 

But finally I got the last of the rough jars into posi- 
tion. Then I closed the mouth of the chamber with 
rocks and rubbish, to be sure that the full force of the 
explosion would be exerted upon the cliff. I lit the 
fuse I had prepared— a tall caudle of the sloth's fat, 
which, burning low, would ignite a powder train; and 
that would set off a charge of gunpowder I had placed 
by the jars of nitroglycerine. 

I knew that, if my terrible months of toil had not been 
in vain, a few hours more would see a raging torrent 
of water rushing into the pit. At last I judged my task 
completed. I walked a few yards north to the rim, I 
stood on the brink of that sheer precipice, and gazed 
down into the rosy mist, alight, as always, with the 
wavering, reflected fires of the metal brain. I made no 
attempt to get beyond the range of the explosion. Flope 
was dead. Life meant no more to me. I was ready to 
be swept into the abyss on the crest of the wave that, 
if my plans went well, would drown the flaming brain. 

For a long time I stood there waiting, lost in dreams 
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In a strange semblance to military order they flew, 
like fleets of battle-planes . . . Many of them, I 
carried weapons . . . And t/ien a flight of 
them swept downward again, and I saw Sam, 
mounted on one . . , 

of Xenora. I had no doubt that she was dead. My 
regret was bitter; I stormed vainly and passionately 
at fate. If my reason had been tottering, now it was 
almost gone. I wept, and cursed, and then laughed 
loud and bitterly. A strange figure I must have 
been, wild and unkempt, red and burned from ex- 
posure, half naked, with insanity in my eyes, laugh- 
ing and waiting to be blown to my doom ! 

And then I heard a sound that brought me into 
silent and cunning alertness ! I sprang to the mouth 
of my shaft and crouched like a savage with my 
great copper-bladed spear at hand. I heard a stone 
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rattling and crashing down into the abyss ! Someone — 
or something — was climbing up out of the pit! I crept 
forward where I could see, and lay tense and silent, a 
desperate madman, determined to protect my mine 
against whatever might find it. 

At last a human figure clambered up over the brink, 
and drew itself erect in the edge of the jungle! It was 
a Sleeper of Mutron! The emaciated form was bent 
beneath the weight of the bar of gleaming violet metal 
clamped upon its back. It was clad in tattered, bloody 
rags. The flesh was bleeding from the fearful climb. 

With the dull, mechanical motions of a sleeping per- 
son, or of a walking corpse, galvanized by some weird 
power, that terrible figure got deliberately to its feet. 
The bloody hands raised a long, glittering weapon of 
silver metal. And it plodded dully, lifelessly, toward 
me. And then a hoarse, wild cry echoed through the 
silent jungle — my own scream! 

The Sleeper was Xenorat 

With her old intuition of my thoughts, she had been 
able to penetrate my helmet 1 Through her, the Lord 
of Flame had read my thoughts of victory! She had 
been sent to prevent the mine's explosion, to snuff out 
that candle flame ! 

If she heard my scream, she paid no heed. She walked 
on toward me, with the same weary, mechanical gait. 
There was no light, no life in her eyes. They stared 
straight ahead, dully, unseeing! And the strange silver 
tube was held ready in her hand. She was more like a 
moving corpse — a dead avenger — than a living person ! 

A mad storm of desires arose in my brain. How I 
longed to spring up, to take that dear body in my arms, 
to minister to its hurts, to have the Green Girl for my 
own again 1 It took all my will to hold me in my hiding 
place. But this was not Xenora! It was a Sleeper of 
Mutron, a slave of the Lord of Flame ! 

It was a fearful choice before me ! But my resolution 
held! I would carry on if it tore out my heart. With 
a burning pain in my breast, I ran my fingers over the 
jagged copper blade, and tensed my muscles for a 
spring! 

Perhaps, after all, we would be better dead. 

My madness was gone, but cold, grim determination 
remained. I knew that I would not hesitate. The silent, 
sleeping figure of the Green Girl was but a dozen yards 
from me, and I raised my ragged blade 1 

Then — a shadow upon the crimson sky! A whisper 
that grew to a mighty roar ! The beat of many wings ! 
A strange and ringing cry from the air above ! A 
shouted, imperative, strange-toned command ! Sam's 
well-remembered voice! A rushing sweep of vast green 
wdugs before my eyes! A tempest of wind as they beat 
the air! Xenora snatched up and out of my sight by 
great red tentacles ! 

I was petrified in incredulous amazement. It seemed 
impossible that Sam should be alive. Yet, there had been 
no definite proof of his death. And, I thought, it must 
have been Alexander that carried him, and that had 
sw T ept up Xenora. 

In a moment I had aroused myself, and dashed out 
of my hiding place beneath the purple trees. It was an 
amazing sight that met my eyes. There were number- 
less thousands of the flying plants on the wing above! 
The red sky was flecked with their green wings ! In a 
strange semblance to military order they flew, like fleets 
of battle-planes. In scores and hundreds they dived and 



circled, in perfect formation. Many of them, I saw, car- 
ried weapons — vast dubs, or huge metal-tipped spears, 
or heavy stones and masses of metal. 

And then a flight of them swept downward again, and 
I saw Sam, mounted on one that must have been Alex- 
ander—though the things all looked alike to me. He was 
evidently controlling the whole squadron with his shouts 
and gestures. The old scientist still seemed strong and 
able. 

Then I saw Xenora. She was still in the clutch of the 
winged steed of Sam's. Even as I looked, the red tenta- 
cles tore off the flaming violet prism and hurled it into 
the abyss. 

The weird, amazing creature dived. An incredible 
thing it was, with its armored brown body as large as a 
shark's, with the vast flower of the flowing colors about 
its head, with red tentacles like those of a gigantic scarlet 
octopus, and with wings like those of a green airplane! 

It bore down upon me! A great crimson tentacle 
reached down and picked me up ! I was swept through 
the air, held lightly in that strange grasp, and lifted until 
I was face to face with Sam, who sat astride the creature ! 
He reached out his strong brown hand and grasped my 

"Mel, old man, it's some luck to find you! And what 
do you think of my army? A couple of the flying 
dragons captured Alec and me, so I've been making the 
best of a bad situation. The things are really quite in- 
telligent, and I've been drilling them for months. They're 
hereditary enemies of the alien civilization, anyhow. 
There's going to be some fight when we meet the silver 
ships 1" Exultant, joyous triumph rang in his tones. 
He had not noticed my strange condition. 

At last I was sufficiently recovered to speak. "I've 
got a ton of nitroglycerine in that rock," I stammered. 
"The lake will be running in the pit in an hour or so." 
My voice had a curious rusty sound. 

"Nitroglycerine ! You've been making it, and planting 
a mine ! No wonder you look like a ghost ! And how 
comes Xenora to have that damned metal bar on her?" 

Abruptly I broke down into uncontrollable tears of 
relief and joy. I did not try to answer. In a few min- 
utes the vast army of winged monsters had wheeled 
about, and was headed north again, over the crimson 
mists— line after regular line of beating green wings 
that bore the strangest army of history to the strangest 
batde ever fought! 

But, at the moment, I was paying little attention, for 
I was mounted on another of those vast flying creatures; 
and in my arms was Xenora! She was limp, uncon- 
scious, sleeping the sleep of utter exhaustion. But she 
was free again from the Lord of Flame! With tears of 
joy streaming down my face, I tried to dress her bleed- 
ing hands and feet. 

CHAPTER XXXII 

When the Red Roof Fell 

* BRUPTLY a green light ran through the rosy 
/A haze beneath us, and that dreadful twisting bar 
of radiance — that living, alien tongue of fire — 
the serpent-like head of the Lord of Flame, was thrust 
up out of the flickering violet ! With its strange, writh- 
ing motion, it swept in a wide arc, as though it saw us ! 
It searched the sky, and then drew back in alarm ! The 
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terrible, rhythmic throb of the emerald gleam in it grew 
faster ! * 

And quickly the crimson sky ahead of our flying army 
of green-winged monsters was filled with fleets of the 
silver spheresl They rose swiftly, by the hundred, in 
l° n g. gleaming lines — floating, drifting, darting, as 
though carried in swift, cyclonic winds. And then in 
smoothly sailing squadrons they advanced to meet us, 
with the swirling green mists of the disintegration force 
reaching out before them! 

The aerial battle-lines met ! The winged monsters 
joined in mad conflict with the silver ships! It was a 
fierce struggle— a terrible scene! The plant-things swept 
to the attack, scores in number for each great ship. 
With desperate, incredible energy they wielded their 
gigantic clubs and spears; or, wheeling high above the 
silver vessels, dropped their missiles down upon them. 

And the swift searching fingers of purple flame 
reached out of the silver ships, to guide the thick, swirl- 
ing vortexes of atomic disintegration. Under that ter- 
rible force of flowing green, the plant creatures turned 
red, battled on for a moment as they glowed with an 
awful scarlet radiance, and fell in a rain of crimson 
sparks that fast faded into nothingness! 

And ever the throbbing emerald column rising above 
the sea of ruby mist below us— the writhing serpentine 
bar of green that was the Lord of Flame— moved and 
twisted, directing its armies! 

The plants battled with desperate ferocity, with in- 
credible strength ! In ones and twos and threes, the sil- 
ver vessels fell, in twisted, battered wreckage — fell 
among the showers of sparks from the vanished crea- 
tures that had crushed them ! 

It was a battle of animal strength and courage, of 
desperate, savage energy— against deliberate, inhuman 
science ! It was the battle of the mad, elemental beast — 
against silent, pitiless power! 

And the plants won ! 

As the monsters that carried Sam and Xenora and 
myself swept along high above the line of battle, we 
saw the silver ships give way, saw them drop into the 
red mist, with the avenging, victorious plants following 
close upon them ! 

And then my mine went off ! 

A vast white cloud of smoke and shattered rock rose 
deliberately above the cliffs, spread into a Titanic mush- 
room shape, and fell in a great rain of debris into the 
abyss and into the lake. After many seconds the sound 
of it reached us — a crashing, deafening blast! The 
great wave of air swept up the green-winged fleet like 
leaves on a stormy lake! 

Below the cloud of smoke, where the black cliffs had 
been, I saw a vast white sheet of waters— a rushing Ni- 
agara multiplied manifold — plunging over the brink in 
a sheer and gleaming arc ! 

Even as I gazed at it, in dazed wonder at the thing 
I had wrought, Sam was suddenly close beside me, 
shouting something with alarm and urgent command in 
his voice. 

"Mel— the roof! Where is the Omnimobile? For 
God's sake - ■ - -" 

"In a crater in the abyss, by the metal cylinder," I 
cried, wondering. 

Then I looked up, and saw that the flat roof was 
cupping up, like a vast inverted basin ! The waters 
above were rising ! 



With no further word to me, Sam shouted a strange 
order to the monsters we rode. Their vast green wings 
were folded! We dropped like plummets into the crim- 
son mist! The violet gleam appeared, and we made out 
the crater-pitted floor. I shouted directions, and in a 
few minutes we settled into the same little crater in 
which I had met disaster. 

The Omnimobile was still lying there, just as I had 
left it ! 

The creatures that bore us dropped near the ground. 
Those great red tentacles set us gently down on the 
rocks by the machine. Sam led the way and I carried 
Xenora. Desperately we scrambled aboard and screwed 
down the manhole. Sam's mount, Alexander, slumped 
into a curious attitude of dejection. 

Suddenly one of the silver vessels shot into view above 
the crater's rim, drifting swiftly towards us! The machine 
was watched 1 It had been left as a trap ! The thing 
flashing beams of purple flame reached out eagerly — 
found the Omnimobile. The whirling spirals of thick 
green mist extended toward us ! 

Sam fumbled with the dials and made a hopeless ges- 
ture. Then I saw Alexander spring into the air and fly 
toward the terrible gleaming thing! With mad, des- 
perate speed, the plant creature clashed straight into that 
fearful swirling mist! It charged on through it 1 Al- 
ready glowing red with the disintegration beam, it struck 
the white machine with terrific force! 

The argent globe paused, hung uncertainly, and then 
fell with swift acceleration until it crashed upon the 
walls of the pit, with the gleaming, wasting form of the 
heroic plant still clinging to it in the agony of a fearful 
doom ! 

For a long moment Sam was still. Suddenly he 
aroused himself as if from a daze of pain, and turned 
again to the instrument boards. 

"The earth is not frozen!" he shouted. "The power 
in the ether is dead !" I thought of the havoc my cannon 
fire had wrought with the machines about the flaming 
brain. 

In a moment he had the generators going, and the 
machine crawling to an upright position. Then he 
turned on the rocket tubes. The crater was filled with 
the roaring jets of steam, and we were hurled into 
the crimson sky! 

I had a fleeting glimpse of the metal brain — the vast 
cylinder of violet— with the green beam still throbbing 
from it, and with the last of the silver ships battling 
the victorious army of plants that swarmed about it! 

"The roof is lifting!" Sam cried. "The equilibrium 
was very delicate — the gas that kept issuing from the 
earth was lifting the waters to the danger point, and 
your explosion carried them past ! The attempt to freeze 
the earth was probably undertaken because a roof of 
ice would have been more secure!" 

His voice was drowned in a fresh rushing, whistling 
burst from the rocket tubes. I carried the inert form 
of Xenora down to the cabin, and did my best to care 
for her. In a few moments we were above the haze. 
I took a last glimpse of tire green and purple forests 
dropping away below us, and turned again to the un- 
conscious girl. 

Soon the fierce red glare that poured in the ports 
told me that we had reached the red roof. And sud- 
denly the Omnimobile was pitching and spinning madly, 
with wild waters thundering against her sides. A sound 
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reached my ears — a roar, dull, distant and slumberous 
at first, but rising to a crashing, deafening storm of 
sound! It seemed an eternity that I held the sleeping 
girl upon the tossing couch, while the very heavens 
rocked with thunder ! 

Abruptly, the bloody glare grew lighter, and was 
streaked with shafts of bright sunshine — white, precious 
sunlight of the upper earth ! We had followed the vast 
bubble of gas through the roof of waters! The red 
mists cleared — drew up into the blue vault above — re- 
pelJed into outer space! 

We were flying in the cold white light, above a mad 
blue sea! 

In fifteen minutes Sam had brought the machine 
down upon an ocean that was still heaving madly from 
the cataclysm that had drowned a world. He came into 
the cabin, and under his skilful ministrations Xenora 
was soon sleeping quietly, in a normal slumber from 
which she would wake herself again. 

Presently Sam questioned me about my adventures. 
I gave him the whole account and concluded with the 
question that, for months, my troubled mind had striven 
so vainly to answer. 

"Sam, how could intelligence exist in metal?" 



"Why not m metal, Mel ?" the old scientist replied, 
smiling thoughtfully. "Why not there as well as in 
lumps of impure carbon and water, as one of the early 
savants called us? But do you remember the radio- 
activity of the metal bar, and the little cells of helium 
gas in it? I think the radium had somehow set up 
neuronic circuits between the cells, like the circuits be- 
tween the neurone cells in our brains. It is not impos- 
sible. That was a helium brain — but it was formed 
as naturally as yours or mine!" 

On May 4, 2000 a. d., just a year after the beginning 
o£ my story, our leisurely homeward cruise was ended. 
The green coast of Florida rose out of the clear blue 
sea before us. Xenora and I stood on the deck, happy 
in the cool salty air and the bright sunlight. The girl 
was lost in vast delight at the new wonders of azure 
sea and sapphire sky. At last the dream of my life was 
come true! 

The wonderful girl of my fancy was by my side, to 
be mine forever ! 

Eut she was the Green Girl no longer! A week of 
the sun and wind of the sea had erased the soft green 
tint of her clear skin, and replaced it with a light, 
smooth tan ! 



The End 
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.DERS of Amazing Stories have frequently commented upon the fact that there is more actual knowledge 
to be gained through reading its pages than from many a text-book. Moreover, most of the stories are written 
a popular vein, making it possible for anyone to grasp important facts- 
all answered on the pages as listed at the end of the questions. Please 



The questions which we give below i 
see if you can answer the questions without looking for the a: 
knowledge of science. 



-, and see how well you check up on your general 



1. How long would it take to go to the star Sirius, 

traveling with the speed of light? (See page 8.) 

2. What factor of light would interfere with television 
and simultaneous radio reception from planet to 
planet? (See page 8.) 

3. What are characteristics of interstellar space? 
(See page 9.) 

4. What would be the apparent weight of a 210-lb. man 
under tiic effects of acceleration of 160,000 feet per 
second? (See page 13.) 

5. Can you describe in detail the relations of a planet to 
the sun and planetary system? ("See page 18.) 

6. What is the correct term for an ant's nest? (See 
page 25.) 

7. What is the life of the worker ant? Has the ant a 
distinctive brain? (See page 25.) 

8. What is the nature and function of a nerve; and what 
Is a "nerve message"? (See page 27.) 



9. What do you know about the touraco? (See pages 
31 and 39.) 

10. In what part of the heavens is the constellation 
Andromeda to be found? What celebrated nebula 
is designated by its name and classification? (See 
page 45.) 

11. How does this nebula compare with others of its 
type? (See page 45.) 

12. What relation between heartbeat and music is claimed 
to exist? (See page 58.) 

13. What rhythm in the orchestra is most noticed by the 
hearers? (See page 58.) 

14. Can you name a popular theory about the action of 
the nervous system in the human organization? (See 
page 66.) 



Sequel to THE SKYLARK OF SPACE 

Begins in August and continues for three consecutive issues, 

SKYLARK THREE, By Edward E. Smith, Ph.D. 

Order your copies now from your newsdealer, or send your subscription direct to 
Amazing Stories, 381 Fourth Avenue, New York City. 



The Conquest of the Earth 

By Isaac R. Nathanson 

'{Continued from page 54) 



Of course, there was great danger in handling the 
whole thing. Such vast forces could not be released with- 
out the possibility of its getting out of control altogether, 
and destroying the whole earth. But the condition of 
mankind was insufferable and, as far as one could fore- 
sea, the end was not yet. Far better a thousand deaths 
than to be dominated and driven about like wild beasts. 
It was solemnly decided, that come what will, here was 
a weapon that offered the only possible salvation — a 
most terrible, infinitely powerful weapon. The soul of 
Man rose to its supreme height. 

The execution of the project called for a vast amount 
of labor and the highest technical skill in its preparation. 
But willing hands there were and keen brains ; and 
desperation had increased everyone's energy. To bring 
about the desired result the atomic conflagration had to 
be started right in the midst of the enemy, preferably in 
many places at once. The technique of induction was a 
long and skilful process and required a specially trained 
technical knowledge, which few possessed. In fact, it 
was extremely difficult to induce this excitation, in view 
of the newness of the process, which, like all new dis- 
coveries, lacked refinements and improvements, such as 
only the years can develop. But once started the heat 
generated by the liberated forces within the atoms 
roared with an explosive fierceness, unapproachable and 
i 1 1 exti ngui sh abl e. 

A selected number of highly skilled technicians, drawn 
from men of every nation and dime, were trained under 
Dr. Hopkins, who carefully and patiently imparted to 
them the difficult technique of the new discovery. Every- 
where, in every place of refuge, in far-off lands of the 
world, men and women labored — grimly, tirelessly and 
determinedly. It took over a year to complete the full 
preparation. 

A day came when all was in readiness. As night 
descended with its enshrouding mantle over the different 
parts of the earth, those entrusted with the final execu- 
tion of the great strategy fared forth. Several scores 
of the new racing planes, each starting from a specifi- 
cally selected point, sped straight for the enemy. In the 
darkness, at a tremendous height, they raced on at over 
six hundred miles an hour toward their definite ob- 
jectives. It was a very dangerous undertaking. The 
population of the Andromedans bad by now become very 
dense. In many selected spots, free of the enemy, but 
in tiie heart of their territory, lauding parties were to 
start the process which would release the intra-atomic 
forces. This usually took several hours; and probably 
only a few of the landing parties would succeed — but 
that was enough. 

With palpitating hearts, with nerves strained to the 
breaking point, the result was awaited. Of the hundreds 
of planes, only twenty-three returned. They reported 
complete success. 

TTISTORY records that the last effort of mankind 
■I A succeeded— 1977 will forever go down as the year 
of The Great Deliverance. 



In many places, in widely scattered parts right in the 
midst of the enemy, the irresistible atomic fires had 
been started. By the time the Andromedans had fully 
wakened to the full seriousness of their danger, the 
conflagration had spread to an extent there was no stop- 
ping. With all their knowledge, with all their science 
and skill, with all the tremendous power at their disposal, 
they were unable to quench the fiery spread. 

Although the Androiuedan civilization was much older 
and more developed in many ways, they had never suc- 
ceeded in solving completely the problem of controlling 
intra-atomic energy. The energy which they utilized— 
the nature of which we never discovered, though most 
likely it was a partial tapping of atomic force — was 
powerful and terrible enough, and we had been unable 
to cope with it. But they knew not how to cope with 
or control this new fierce energy which we released. And 
it was this supreme stroke of human genius which finally 
overwhelmed them. 

In vain they tried every method. In vain, with every 
means at their command, they strove to halt its deadly 
march. The blinding glare lit the skies; night could 
scarcely be told from day; roaring, deadly gases en- 
veloped larger and larger areas. Until finally, the con- 
tinuing spread of the all-devouring conflagration had 
grown to such proportions over such large areas that the 
Andromedans realized it was only a matter of time when 
they would all be consumed in its roaring flame. 

They made a tremendous effort to escape from this 
earth. "Let Mankind perish in the fires which it started. 
A world suicide! When the atomic fires encircled the 
entire earth, a new star, bereft of all life, would an- 
nounce itself in the firmament" — so they thought, as re- 
vealed by records they left behind. Their whole energies 
were devoted toward building vast numbers of their 
space-traveling globes, to take them back to their re- 
mote homeland. The clang and din of their hurried and 
desperate efforts to escape was a sight for the gods ; the 
ever-spreading flames a constant urge. 

And now the last of the Andromedans departed from 
the earth, with the deprecations and curses of all hu- 
manity. Many perished in the flames. The few remain- 
ing were put to death, as in their terribly disorganized 
state they could offer no adequate resistance. 

Then began a race with the all-spreading atomic blaze. 
And here was where our complete preparations saved 
the earth for us. Mountainous quantities of the only sub- 
stance capable of stopping the world conflagration had 
been manufactured and held in readiness. An entire will- 
ing humanity, young and old, buckled down to the hercu- 
lean task of building barriers of this insulating stuff — 
which the Andromedans knew nothing of. Each area in 
the grip of the fiery disintegration was completely sur- 
rounded by these barriers, and when the names reached 
these, they could spread no further. Everyone knew that 
in a few years the burning areas would gradually burn 
themselves out. 

The hosannas, the thanksgiving that rose to high 
{Continued on page 82) 
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The Feathered Detective 

By A. Hyatt Verrill 

(Continued from page 41) 



imprints on both the door and the window-ledge? I 
could think of no good reason for the man's wet hands 
other that that it had been raining, and in climbing in by 
the window he had wet his hands. But quite obviously, 
had his hands been wet when he first entered the room, 
they would not have remained wet during the time that 
he crept on his dozing victim, strangled him, searched 
through his pockets and perhaps ripped open the bags 
before killing the bird. 

"Moreover, the presence of the fingerprints on the door 
convinced me that he had decided to leave that way and 
had changed his mind and had gone by the window. 
Why should he have taken even that risk of going by the 
door? Rain, hard rain again, I decided. And your an- 
swers to my enquiries proved that it had rained, severely, 
during that night. I could not picture the murderer, 
soaked and dripping, climbing into the window to commit 

The 



murder. Besides if it had been raining, the occupant of 
the room would, in all likelihood, have closed and bolted 
his window before he dozed off. Yet I felt sure the 
man who had killed the bird had just come in from the 
rain. I put two and two together and the answer was he 
must have left the room and returned to it after it began 
to rain. For what reason? In all probability to secure 
a tool or an instrument with which to cut open the bags. 
And you see, gentlemen, I was right in my deductions. 
But the credit is not mine. The credit should go to the 
bird, the feathered detective in the case, for had it been 
a parrot or any other bird on earth, the mystery might 
never have been solved." 

"Well" says I, "I can see now wliat Big Ben meant 
when he said it was a most remarkable bird, in fact the. 
most remarkable of birds." 

"And he was right enough at that." 
End 



(Continued from page 81) 
heaven have never been equaled. The frenzied joy at the 
great deliverance will go down in memory as long as the 
world lasts. The fires which the very soul of man had 

The 



passed through had burned out the dross of the ages' old 
hatreds and divisions which had afflicted mankind from 
time immemorial ; the narrow things and the petty were 
all wiped out. There would be enough for all. 
End 
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Page Darwin 

"The Iran Star," by John Taine. Pub- 
lished by E. P. Button & Co., New- 
York. $2.50. 

THIS new book by Mr. Taine is on 
a par with "The Gold Tooth" and the 
"Purple Sapphire." In certain re- 
spects it is even better, 6ince it gives us a 
wonderful character study of one of 
these obnoxious reforming fanatics who 
are forever trying to force their views and 
beliefs down the throats of the unwilling. 

One of the main figures in the book is 
one Swain, son of a revivalist, a narrow- 
minded, religious maniac, whose chief aim 
in life is the refuting of the Darwinian 
theory. Working on the well-known prin- 
ciple, "the end justfies the means," he first 
studies medicine, graduates with high hon- 
ors, and then goes to the Congo as a mis- 
sionary. Through his uncanny talent in 
learning the native dialects, he becomes 
head of a secret cult, whose aim is the 
extermination of all apes. Like all re- 
ligious fanatics, he not only kills, but de- 
lights in torturing the poor helpless brutes, 
by burning them alive. But fate over- 
takes him. A Scotch explorer, McKay, 
a giant of a man, a scoffer and a heavy 
drinker, slyly introduces him to a mys- 
terious ^ubstance, an incredibly heavy 
metal, which emanates rays of a peculiar 
nature. These rays or emanations first 
create a condition resembling complete in- 
toxication and leave an insatiable craving 
for additional doses. At the same time, 
these rays change the chemical composi- 
tion of all the glands in the body; they 
stimulate the glands responsible for 
growth, but reverse the effects of the 
glands governing the manifestations of 
brain and soul. In other words, the ad- 
dicts turn hack to a state below that of 
the apes. 

Swain's wife and daughter succumb to 
the insidious rays. McKay, who in the 
meantime found the chief source of the 
mysterious substance in a vast meteoric 
deposit, is himself succumbing, but still 
has reason enough left to dispatch Swain 
to Chicago in order to summon scientists 
to destroy this substance. Swain goes to 
Chicago, meets several scientists, who be- 
come interested in his case without know- 
ing the entire truth and an expedition is 
started for the Congo. There Swain dis- 
appears, but is tracked to a valley contain- 
ing a cavern, where they find a large 
quantity of this heavy substance,. While 



they are watching Swain remove a small 
fragment of it, they are attacked by a 
large gang of near-human ape-like crea- 
tures under leadership of a truly gigantic 
male, whom they dub "The Captain." A 
few of the gang, not in harmony with 
the "Captain," are killed forthwith and 
then the Captain's reason snaps and he 
kills the entire gang singlehanded. The 
Captain gets his arm shattered and mutely 
applies for help. He gets medical atten- 
tion and thereafter is their friend, guide 
and ally. The scientists, in the mean- 
time, have examined the mysterious heavy 
substance, and classed it as an entirely 
new clement, hitherto unknown upon the 
earth, which they name "Asterium." The 
Captain, who has degenerated so far tiiat 
he is without speech, displays the greatest 
aversion to "Asterium," and leads them 
to another large deposit of this substance. 
Here the emanations are very strong, but 
they manage to set up an X-ray machine 
and succeed in disinlcLrniting the asterium, 
which explodes with terrific force. The 
disintegrating once started cannot be 
stopped and as the asterium permeates 
the whole countryside, a cataclysm of hor- 
rible grandeur takes place. The expedi- 
tion survives, however, though the Captain 
is killed. The survivors finally land safe- 
ly in Chicago, where a letter left by 
Swain furnishes the necessary explana- 

"The Iron Star" is a very entertaining 
book, which can honestly be rec 
to all lovers of fantastic li 
C. A. B. 



Mystio Stories 

'Others Who Returned." by H. E. Wake- 
field, published by D. Applcton & Co., 
New York. $2.00. 



THIS volume contains IS stories, which 
will be welcomed by the mystically 
inclined and condemned hy those 
whose minds demand an explanation. Mr. 
Wakefield's style is very agreeable and 
reads well. Some of the stories are 
pathetieallv touching and beautiful, as for 
instance "Present at the End." All 
of the stories are charmingly written 
and very ably constructed. They contain 
descriptions of unexplained mysteries and 
accidents, leading to unsolved deaths, 
transmitted taints and evil influences, 
which continue beyond the grave, but all 
without any explanation whatever. It is 
absolutely "up" to the reader to furnish 



the explanation, if lie can. For that reason 
it must appeal to the mystic. — C. A. B. 

A Satirical Novel 

"Deutschtand Ohnc Deutsche" (Germany 
without Germans), by Hans Heycfc. 
Published by L. Staackmann, Leipzig, 
Germany. $2.00. 

THE German publishers have adopted 
the American custom of furnishing a 
short synopsis on the inside jacket of 
the I i j To me it seems a good custom. 
Most of the German jackets praise their 
books profusely and almost all titles arc 
misleading, superlatives and super--upcr. 
latives are rmployed with a deplorable 
kvishness. The book is advertised as a 
satire of the importance of a work of 
Swift's. It is, they say, a mirror of the 
future, and a picture of humanity in gigan- 
tic dimensions. Looking at the book, with 
an unbiased eye, It seems to us a fairly 
well written, entertaining tale, dealing with 
a Germany submerged in a sea of foreign 
Immigrants, chiefly negroes, and in the 
hands of exploiting coteries of rich ad- 
venturers, who have succeeded in a gen- 
eral standardization of everything. Even 
before the World War, anything foreign 
—all foreign customs and habits— were 
looked upon with awe and respect. This de- 
plorable weakness got worse after the war 
and "Deulschland Ohnc Deutsche" shows 
unmistakable signs of ft. But, perhaps 
it is only the much -mentioned satire. Let 
us give Herr Heyck the benefit of the 

The story deals with the project of 
driving a tunnel through the centre of the 
earth to connect Australia with Europe. 
This project has been proposed by a Ger- 
man Engineer called "Big Linus." (Like 
most of the newer German books, this 
one is also amply laced with all kinds of 
English expressions.) Big Linus, a mul- 
timillionaire, works secretly to solve the 
problem of how to recreate a new Ger- 
many by secretly segregating all good and 
true Germans in the northern part of 
Sweden and Finland, which he bought out- 
right. His nephew, as his heir who is 
supposed to carry on this project, has to 
flee from Germany after having fallen 
foul of their laws. He safely lands in 
Sweden, while the tunnel blows up through 
volcanic eruptions. 

The technical pari, describing the con- 
struction of the tunnel, is well handled. 
The rest failed to impress.— C. A. B. 
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s unexcelled. It is bow- 
ver his falling that he has standardized his 
eoplc. You have perhaps noticed that all his 
tuple wear breeches which spread like those used 
i the cavalry. No doubt this ia the artist's con- 
eption of people of the fui 



c stall is fine. 
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the firm conviction that I will find in it the 
cream of scientific fiction. 

I do not believe you have lost a single reader. 
and I know that you have gained many. 

Can we have a few more stones by Wells? 
How about something from Burroughs, and Otis 
Adelbert Kline? The way your cover blends in all 
respects, color, and figures, is very pleasing to the 

Mr! Dennis desires me u. .dve v.ni his 'regards. 

Sidney Gerson. 
1552 N. Kcdiie Blvd., Chicago, 111. 
(Thank you for your letter. All we can jay is 

its best efforts into * Au.vuxn Stobies. P We 

lint always j-j Must r.,- k 'i:i,i.>,l hv our readers 
and the on!y*wny we can-do that is to continue to 

nrijii.' i: -nes of Loi!: the Monthly and the 
Quarterly. We feel that the Science Correspond- 
ence Club has started its career in an auspicious 
manner. Long may it continue. We know you 
will find such men as Dr. Breuer, H.-,rl Vincent 
and the more distinr lively scientific men in ram 
ranks, most valuable accessions as consulting 
scientists. Wc also know, personally, that most 
of the men whose names you mentioned will do 
what ihcy oan to httji kitp the Science Correspond- 
ence Club a real organization.— Editor.) 
THE ROCKET IN INTERPLANETARY 



to continue Its acceleration lo the speed of "motion 
pet se." Actually (he limit oven in space would 
be the crystallizing point. And as its crew would 
partake of the same acceleration no external 
inertia would act on them. 

Our field, and a difficult one, for any author 
would be to write In first perseu a tale by, say, a 
Saturniaa.^1 tried twice. Had fair success in 

jt^off and on for eleven months; not half done. 
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, H, F. Lovecraft points out. 
How about stories of other dimensions? One, 
jivnif; a theorem o: a tesseraei, was in its mechan- 
cal side excellent. Incidentally, certain wise 
-nes in "Pre-Conietic Atlantis." and "Antilles," 
nd a table of the "dimensions" up to either eight- 
ten or twenty-one, and held that th. 
lirectly accessible from the third. 

pt 'he. t BOX ^ M ' '* :0 ™ 
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iion. At least this is .-, convenient v.'av of 
sing it. As regards the stories which you 

ve say to so rna "tiy" others, "send 'them in°to 
we will be delighted to have them read and 
t thetn full consideration in our Editorial 

:o keep the magarine 1 very^orFginal and "to 
its being dry or dull or too mathematical. 

of our authors for they are really very 
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no one had seen the murderer depart. 
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Crimes like this have been solved — are 
being solved every day by Finger Print 
Experts. Everyday we read in the p 
pers of their exploits, hear of the my_ 
terie3 they solve, the criminal they iden- 
tify, the rewards they win. Finger Print 
Experts are always in the thick of the 
excitement, the heroe3 of the hour. 

Not Experienced 
Detectives—Just 
Ordinary Men 
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cinating line of work than this? More trained 
men are needed. Here's your real opportunity. 

Learn the Secrets of 
Identification 

More and more the detection of crime resolves 
Itself into a problem of identification. You 

tion experts. You can learn the science of 
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AMAZING STORIES 

A COMMENT ON DR. LEMKIN'S STC 

"COLD LIGHT" 
Editor, Auaitbc SroaiES: 

The story "Cold Light" in Tout November i 
is a scientific and literary treat. 

Ceo. H. Davenport, 
1430 West S2nd St., Los Angeles, Ct 
(The subject of cold light and the awful « 

dental to artificial illumination, has receive, 
runch attention of late years that we feel that 
story "Cold Light" which you so highly approci 
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SOMETHING ABOUT THE CORRESPOND- 
ENCE CLUB— THEORY OF THE 
AURORA BO RE A LIS 

Editor, Amazing Sidbies: 



of y 



p all tl 



iuljertives in 



I have a problem I believe you can help mc 
with, if you will; hero it is: 

In collaboration wiili Walter Dennis, of Chi- 
cago, I bav-e evolved an hypothesis as to the origin 



ubnliUed each month hy 
i member would have an 
ity to present his ideas to (he cnliro deb, 
faults or fallaciee, as well as good points, 
^lately found, end argued pro and con 
^pendents. 
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i for the "S. C. C." 



E. W. Smith, 
541J4 Church St., Ottumwa, Iowa. 
(There is no prise offered for the solution of 
such a problem as you speak of. If the solution 
was a wonderful trimnHi of science some degree 
of recognition would undoubtedly follow. We 
think von might correspond with one of the great 
(ibserva'-orits. fuel: as Tlie IN'a'.inv.al Observatory of 
Washington or with the head of the Weather 
Bureau, and see if you could get tbem interested. 
It would he quite a triumph for the Cor res pond enco 
Club if you could get adequate recognition of your 
work. We will take into ecn.'itieif.tion what you 
say about recognition of tbe Science Club. For 

coMider^qui^ 

A TRIBUTE TO Q. PEYTON WERTEN- 
BAKER FROM A BROTHER AUTHOR 



term I mean the v-fry specialized form of literatui 
tint has developed during tile past fifty yearr,) v.h 
b scientific foundation be enter taintng, it has ■ 
fulfill some other rather stringent and disVicuH 
quirerocnts. Some sort of a ravine fancy, a wil. 
incoherent hodge-podge of machinery, or of stun 
with rays or hypnotism or Impossible apparatus, i 
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. . I Was the 

Life of 
the Party ! 

I FRANKLY admit that until recently 
I was about the most awkward blush- 
ing wallflower who ever dared to go to a 
part)-. 

But my life has certainly changed. Instead 
of overhearing myself referred to as an 
"old oil can," it seems now as though the 
fellows and girls can't pay enough atten- 
tion to me. Now every time the gang 
throw a party they insist that I come. 
Don't think I'm bragging. I remember all 
too keenly what it felt like to be a lone- 
some dud in the midst of a lively crowd. 
And I'm so thankful to a certain Prof. 
Dunninger for my new found popularity 
that I am only too glad to give the credit 
where it belongs. 

Some time ago I read an ad just as you're 
doing now about Dunninger's famous book 
— "POPULAR MAGIC AND CARD 
TRICKS." As it cost only SOc with 
"money- hack-if- not-satisfied" guarantee, I 
thought I'd try it, 

I received the book by return mail and was 
amazed to see how easy it was to do ma- 
gician's tricky. In short order I became 
expert in performing a dozen or more 
mysterious stunts that astounded every- 
one, myself most of all. 

At the next party I went to I gave a one- 
man show that simply overwhelmed the 
whole gang. For an hour or more I made 
cards fly, glass bowls disappear, ooios van- 
ish, performed secret mind reading — in 
short, held my audience dumbfounded and 
completely mystified 1 

1 ou, too, can entertain and astound your 
friends— win greater popularity — experi- 
ence countless evenings of enjoyment with 
the more than 200 magic tricks this book 
explains in simple English and easy to 
understand pictures. 

Never before have you had a chance to get 
so much real pleasure and value for only 
50c. While we still 
have a fete hundred 
books left — 



Clip 

and Mail 
Coupon 
TODAYS 




EXPERIMENTRR PUBLICATIONS, Inc., 
Dept. 2104-Y, 381 Fourth Ave 
New York, N. Y. 



MAGIC AND CARD TRICKS"— which It is 
Name 

City and Stoic 

I enclose SOc additional lor which alio 

send me tbe big complete Illustrated bouk 

1 have checked below: 

C3 How To Win at Bridge 

D Flyinf for Everybody 

□ N«w Radio Trouble Finder 
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19 Chapters 

More than 120 
Photographs, 
Maps, Diagrams. 

Contents 
Equivalent to 
a 300-Page 
Library- Size 
Volume! 



A Complete Course 

A in Fundamentals of 
viation Only JvCI 

"Tp LYING FOR EVERBODY" is just the book you've 
-T been waiting for — the one complete and unabridged 
Aviation Manual which covers every phase of flying from 
the ground up. Condensed in its pages is the essence of the 
lifetime experiences of Aviation's foremost authorities. 
Here are but brief glimpses of the subjects covered in its 
all-absorbing contents: 



AERODYNAMICS AND AIRCRAFT 
ENGINEERING — Stability. Lift and 
Drag. Aspect Ratio. Functions of rud- 
der, ailerons, elevators, stabilizer and 
every other part o£ a plane. 
TYPES OF PLANES — Helicopters, Au- 
togiros, Combinations, etc. Principles 
of design. Complete list with data on 
wing area, span, weight, useful load, en- 
gine and horsepower. "Automatic" 
pilots. 

AVIGATION — Principles, Sextants, 
Drift. Blind Flying. Plotting Courses. 
GETTING INTO AVIATION — Big de- 
mand for Aeronautical Engineers. 
Junior Aviation League of America. 
Correspondence courses. Flying schools. 
Physical tests. Cost. Military train- 
ing. Classes of licenses. 
JOBS IN THE AVIATION INDUS- 
TRY— Oufput of engines and planes. 
Increasing demand for those with lim- 
ited and full training. Salaries. Me- 
chanics, inspectors, navigalors. Jobs on 
the ground. New uses of airplanes and 
opportunities they offer. 

LEARNING EACH PHASE OF FLY- 
ING — Ta Ice -off. Climbing. Controls. 
Turning and Banking. Gliding. Land- 
ing. Taxiing. 

STUNT FLYING— Sharp turns. Loop- 
ing. Nose diving. Zooming. Immel- 
mann tttrn. Tail spin and other stunts. 



ASSEMBLING AND TESTING— EN = 
GINES— MAINTENANCE — Obtaining 
Pilot's and Mechanic's License. Flying 
in Bad Weather. Increasing Safety. 
Rules of the Airways. Airports. Air- 
ways. Data on Air Travel. Airplane 
Clubs. Glossary of Terms. Supplemen- 
tary Reading, etc., etc. Here is your 
complete instruction manual and thor- 
ough ground course, fully illustrated, 
priceless to everyone associated or in- 
terested in any aspect of Aviation. 

Complete Book Only 50e 

AERO NEWS AND MECHANICS is 

the outstanding leader in aviation, read 
bv more people the world over thai) any 
oilier flying masaiine! In the interests 
of Aviation it has decided to place with- 
in easy reach of everyone the most 
authoritative, up-to-thc-minutc guide- 
book on all the fundamentals of flying. 
Its entire staff of expert engineers, 
mechanics and pilots and other fore- 
most authorities have collaborated in 
this work. The result is a big fascina- 
ting book that has amazed thousands 
—The Last Word in Aviation Literature I 
As near as we can estimate, to obtain 
equivalent instruction in any other form 
would cost at least $10.00. But while 
there are still a few hundred left, you 
can have your copy for the Incredible 
low price of only 50c! Act now, before 
it's too late! 



THE EINSTEIN THEORY FROM A STU- 
DENT OF ITS LAWS— FOURTH 
DIMENSION STORIES 



ice, I have ha 
:very story tha 
Fourth Dim. 



■ 'Clip and Mali Coupes TOD A 



jfair to H. G. 
' was the first 
en. However, 
indent. I be- 
new suggestion 



e in some phase with 
ve not yet found one 
n conception of the 



real purpose ot this letter: 

The most intcivsims Fi. mi!-. Di:f 
I heve read are those of Dr. Miles 



Is a good enough tale, there is 
ticnable phase that I feel uige- 
attention. Aud that is: the "gcoi 

e in the story it is stated that, 1 



changed from an angle in 
and Time, to one which rin 
dimension, <o thai the (Iyer 
Con^nently the flyer's " 



itfc Fo°"(he verj 
mild not leave ttic 



i 



FOR EVERYBODY." 
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High Scftool 
Course in 
2 Years, 

w.-iulete High School 
Course— spedallyprepared for home study 
' by leading professors — meets all requite- , 
1 meets for entrnn co to college, business, and t 
90 AfhOF le ^B professions. 
AW WlllCr Over tt>0 noted Engineers. Bus- 1 



a ma rlc an School 



how you will holp me win 
..-ArijWttrct^ ^ ^ ^ 



subject ohsoked and 



IwkfcMper ,...Htgn School Groduoto 



LEARN ffteBANJ0/> 

u nder HARRY RESER «, 

tlwWarldi Greatest Banjwst 



CLICQUOT CLUB El 



"Dependable 'B' Battery Power" 




AVIATION 1JI » -17 IT 
Information J? 1* JCJ Hi 



for science fiction, one must expect the authors to 
encroach on each other's field. Not, of course, by 
plagiarizing (that is unforgivable) hut by nriiii- 
ing various mechanisms as their starling point 
into speculation, It seems to mo that the thing to 
be asked in conned ion with i_v.ji v story is: Does it 
contribute something scientifically new to the va- 
rious theories advanced I For after all, science 
fiction is supposed to advance our knowledge oi 
science, and to giye uj interesting theories and 
speculKiitins, based on known facts, to marvel and 
think over. Now I never read one of the stories 
n;ctihoned f.v the writer of the letter in last issue 
of Amazing Sto»ii;s, Ihe latma.y i^uc. Hut "The 
Master Ants" by Flags I did read, and am at a loss 

on Wells We! 1 r r he Tv.:\l ' icbine," is an 
er.iirciy different type of story from "The Master 
" The- only thing in common possessed by 



both i 



■M'trimeiita |,y reputable 
cadily see that Mr. Flagg 

ge, the machine falls to 



t Mr, 



. shone bleakly and the only 



why b 



subjec 



on before, to the svueral (henry of time traveling? 
Of course mere rer.nshi-p;, with u.jlluny. ordinal 
advanced, should he frowned on. Well, now that 
is off my chest, Mr, Editor, let me say that I am 
strong for your splendid magazine. Some o£ the 
stories I don't cure for; but then I realize others 
do; so I make no kick. My favorite authors to 
date are Verrill, Bret.cr, Keller, Harris, Flagg, 
and Wells, I-'Ligr,- seems Hie inn.- 1 v.ortluvliile right 
now, ^to me. Perhaps, as a mathematician, his 

why you printed nothing by him lately. Hope he 



Well 



of il 



Stephen H. Staaisb, 
London Road, Oakland, C 

all this world and that the Vhers°ai 



s that 



Perhaps 



•^lLy cnigi,,;'.! 



and -ail others may linvc follower.! don 
started by them, but ou 

welcome indeed as vindi eating the originality of 
the works which we publish. As regards pubUi-h- 
ins a story by Mr. Flagg. the editors wish you 
could see .he pile of material which thev have on 
hand, and which is so good that they want to 
publish it all, but each manuscript must bide its 



THE ACTION OF A GRAVITY SCREEN 
DISCUSSED 

Editor, Auminc Stobies: 

There has been considerable, discussion in your 
magazine as to whether a gravity screen would 

In my opinion there are three effects that would 
prevent this from happening. 



1 the enormous weight under it. Obviously 
t he attracted by matter in the frustro- 
under the screen. There would be a 



Pennsylvania. Tbii 
nueh higher. The 



Complete Muscle Building 
Course, Including Exercisers, $122 

1 Positively Guarantee 




"""pitO*-! J. 
Box 1850-F 




'ORRECT 
Your NOSE 





JotmiUsD.BdriWi«rt 1 ml > MAaIt«lljlwMdar.nili,,~-..r. l - m«» 

BSSttcsv..- oraitsttt 
EfjstiSsrKisasriaeas *»•■»- — 

PACE-DAVIS SCHOOL OF ADVERTSSiHO, 



I CHALLENGE 



A. HONIGMAN, Dept. Amax--X 



Sport Plane Blueprints 
Available at Nominal Cost 

*? Complete Set of Blueprints 
of Lincoln Sport Plane, 
$6.75. 

<I Gerber Monoplane — set of 
Blueprints, $1.00. 

Send Ordertf to Blueprint Dept. 
Science and Invention 
381 Fourth Avenue 
New York City 
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,-. As it 



lable holes at least. 



o the other, leaving a 



te Steven 
asked i: 



srly day 



n thei 



rack. He 
□ front of 



the engine, whereupon he said, "It woal 
bad for the cow." The fact that meteorites are so 
oft i/n metallic in nature, and the other fact of the 
specific gravity of the earth being so high, lead to 
a probability that the center of the earth is largely 
nimllic irnn anci nickt/l, so that the earth repre- 
sents in a sense a great meteorite, with a thin crust 

THE GRAVITY SCREEN AGAIN 

Editor, AMAiisa Stories: 

Although I have been a consistent ^ reader of 



stopped giving so mueli ■ pace to reprints, especially 

a great author, ia now decidedly out of date. 

Now, just a word in criticism of Capt, S. P. 
M celt's story in the September issue. He states 

' If a gravity screen were perfected — such a 

screen would rapidly exhaust all atmosphere from 
the earth," While it is true that a terrific up- 
draft of air would be created as the Bcreen rose, It 
would spread due to less pressure on the sides; 
also, the screen, unless covering thousands of 
miles of space, would not screen gravity to any 

the earth to either side of the screen. 

C. A. Showman, 
^ 14713 Page Ave., Harvey, Hi. 



IS Colli! 



that case hold the air and not pe 
; the air rushing in to fill up the v 
crated by the motion of the screen t 
sphere; but the whole tiling is lor 



will ever he evolved by mankind. — Editob.) 

ONE WHO CALLS HIMSELF "A MERE 
BOY," WRITES AN EXCELLENT 
AND CRITICAL LETTER 
Erlitnr, Amazing Siqkies: 

mailt— I wanted to tell you what I thought about 
your magazine. Though 1 am only a mere boy, 
e boy, I feel it my duty to inform 



a of y 



r flange 



In the good old days when the Amazing Sto 



still j 



t first 



The 



creating story in that fir 
subsequent issues too, was "The Moon Pool," 
Why don't we see more of A. Merrittf Has be 
stopped writing or has ho dledf 
There aro many Btoriea that I lilted" In 



ANY NAME 

may win. Offer 

open to everybody. 
Nothing to buy or 
■ell. No Obligation. 

This ia a new Colonial 
Bungalow ' — cozy, 
venieot — yet a roomy 
itlng with such popularity that we are desirous of 
taining a suitable nama for it for use in connection with our bull 
program, and will pay $600.00 cash for tha most suitable name 



Name This 

Housel*5QQ°2 



We Wifl Pay $500.00 Cash 
For the Most Suitable 
Name For This Beautiful 
Six-Room House 



GIVEN! 




will pay ! 

.jeTnot obiirate i'i env v.-sv. Ko'Jkiu- to buy or sell. "We 
able name and air willing to pay JoOO.flll in cash for tha beel 



; No 



r how 



asibly S 



e the 



Li<i rk-ht on the end of your 
.d SG00.00 in cash ia yours. 

FOLLOW THESE RULES ^^^^^.X'eSSirS^S 

P ' 1nt ubmit"d d by°tnat°Peraon m t() be S thi 



■ B «i J 11 lit- 2Sr.h. l:<30. Shim] 
mo for this house, the full a 
tying. To v ' ' 

Et be mailed 

ISH PROMPTNESS PRIZE will be add* 
e submitting the winriins name, pr> " 

SXOO.OO EXTRA FOR 



Tored will be p__ 
., the v 



lually snitabli 
ad. TTih^SlOolSo 



;:::kJ within thre.i Cil 



uickly. and : 

FREE!, 1 ; 



■ coupon'belowf 
1 today! 

■eeiation of your 



TODAY — QUICK 1 



HOME BUILDERS' SOCIETY 
1064 Lincoln Way, Batavla, Illinois 

Enclosed with this coupon on eep, 



•RVz Price 



trtcr Hotionnt Typewriter Exch., "it." 




LEARN TELEGRAPHY 

?* f5«?;;sjii w ™ with 

TELEPLEX 





M| Study at home 



Legally trained men win high ooeltioi 
■ " in business and puh], 




id bis | dnrtns spare Hme. Degree of LL. E 

jBend- I Iji^etfiiderrbll^d among praetici 

Bi^ corpomtlonB are headed by men with legai ing lourteen-volume Law Lihrary. Low coat, 

training. terms. Get our valuable $1.page "Law Guide'" 

We BUide ycra step by step. You can train at home I end Evidence" books Ire*. Send for them NOW. 

LaSalle Extensioa University »JE£B&biES&t am Dept. 4464-L Chicago, 111, 
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\ I BOOKS SENT FREE | J 
New Edition Containing 100 Pages on 

A-C RADIO! 



FLEXIBLE 



^^ar.&njLsirdijuoQ; 



■ 

Written by 
anil 28 other no i- .i 



cxoortq on the Job. 



Complete Electrical Reeding Course 



|ooki£nDj 



1 ihooianit-fi'iti. Learn 
, Quls-ciucstlonfl find 



AMERICAN TECHNICAL 
SOCIETY 

' Dipt. . 
Dru IB 1 Ai 0.4 5 B 1 Ti "Si., C ti I c s 9 5 




iDnpt^E-42S^ Or*»l Aia. & S!th jSt.. Chicago 

my Lfooeriy. Voar^ Coaaultiua Mounhjraflip 10 tn included 



TRAVEL 

&fc r "Uncle 
iSam" 




AmaziHg Stoacss. Most of them arc from loni 
ago. Here thev are: "The Moon Pool." "Thi 
Land that Time Forgot," "The Second Delude,' 
"The Master Mind of Mar,," "Tiu' Xtli Mm, 
"Tbe Skylark of Space," and "The Vanguard 0 



cientlfic foreground and a fiction background. 
l),<vid Keller, M.D., appeals to mi! particularly. 



irtboug 



of tl 



intion any of Kellet _ 
I gave because they make up a list by themselve. 

Wesso is as good a substitute for Paul as 01 
might wish. Most of his drivings are on a 01 
with those of Paul. Tell Wesso to keep up tl 
good work. 

if 1 see any ot Merritt, Cunimiugs or Burrougl 
in the forthcoming issues, I will take it as 
personal favor to nie and my friends. 

M. Joseph Dickes, 

(Address lost) 
_ (Amaiihg Stobies is supposed to he a mag; 



.5 tier, 



ti. .■,1 i :,|,l;,i: 



:»i^ I1( ,:i: 



old and am now H years and have found 
□agazinc the best in Scient' 
39, and in poetry. I bsvi 

to tell yon the kinds of stories, authors, 
[lustrations I like. First of all I like ' 
rrill, David H. Ki 



1 lor 



which 



and t 



■ills, r, 



yond the Green Prism," which has just started 
"The Secret Kingdom" was good, but not a: 
good as "The Skylark of Space," which I han 
read four times since it was published. "Memos,' 
by Henry James, also waj a good story. Nov 
" t have told you some of the stories 1 havi 
I will tell you some of the stories I havi 
. "The Revolt of the Pedestrians," wai 
but it could never happen, some peopli 
lose the use of their legs, but not all th f 



ufiraiioi! there are. hardly any 
the street and if you say that the 
are on the lower level, how could 

0 the higher level when they did not 
any legs. This shows the story to be im- 



r of the twenty-fourth cent 
'■Ben published as it is not ; 
but a plain letter whicl 
will happen, but rathei 



Wouldn't 
You Like to 
Have Your 
Own 
Business? 



fpO HAVE an extra, inde- 
•*■ pendent income? To worlc 
whenever it suits your conve- 
nience? Make a host of new 
friends and gain valuable ex- 
perience from contact with 
other people? Have money 
to buy the 101 things you've 
always wanted but felt you 
couldn't afford? Know the 
happiness that comes from 
doing^something really worth 

Then our easy money-making 
plan offers a splendid oppor- 
tunity to gratify your destres. 
Hundreds of men and women, 
young and old, 95% of whom 
were inexperienced beginners 
when they started, are earn- 
ing substantial profits. You 
can also. All you need is a 
few spare hours to take care 
of the new and renewal sub- 
scriptions for Science and In- 
vention, Screen Book, Radio 
News, Aero Mechanics, Plain 
Talk and our other maga-> 



IMMEDIATE 
PROFITS 

You begin earning money at 
once — the very first hour yon 
start. Besides liberal cash 
commissions, you also re- 
ceive monthly bonus checks. 
If you feel at all interested 
send the coupon below. It 
costs only a two-cent stamp, 
but may lead to a substantial 
income. We're so sure you 
will succeed that we supply 
everything you need free of 
charge. Every day you delay 
is a money-making oppor- 
tunity lost, so 

Mail This Coupon Now! 



j The Ma ckinn on-Fly Publication*, 1 
2104 W 

j 381 Fourth Ave., New York, N, Y. j 

J Without obligation to me, please send ma | 

"I details of your easy money-making plan. | 
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OPPORTUNITY AD-LETS 

These columns will appear monthly in Amazing Stories 

Bat e-^ht^ cents a word. Cash should accompany all advertisements unless placed by an 
EXPERIMENTER PUBLICATIONS, Inc., 381 Fourth Ave., New York City 



AGENTS WANTED 



MALE HELP WANTED 



TO RESILVER 



,. A V iroilK. 

alitor;!"!, tableware, etc. Write lor Information. 
SPRINKLE, Plater, B15 Marion, Indiana. 
^ IF YOU WANT to^ get your ^™eries and 

chance ti) make J15 profit a dav besides, send me 
"4ir name iiiim.-di.,1.:v. \V. .-,.,.,.[;, ik-c hcc. -.,rv. 
S'cv ford Sedan free !o p™'l'"::ioi!. ALBERT 
MILLS -1047 Monmouth, Cincinnati, O. 

BIG MOKEY AND FAST SALES. EVERY 
OWNKR buys Cold Initial? for his auto. You 
charge $1.50; make $I.JS. Ten order.! dally easy. 
Write for particulars usi.d free .sample. American 
Monogram Co., Dept. 1J3, East Orange, N. J. 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 



ST!'! AH SHIP POSITIONS— Mm- W-itur,— 
G.-,od Pay; , M1 ,Mcnt. iiii,:,y( S .^,v List nf ikv 
sitions tree. W. E. Arculus, Mount Vernon, N. Y. 



MISCELLANEOUS 



BOYS— 193(1-Rocket-Platie-Kit — 7 5c, Helicopter 
Kit— 60e. R. O. <;. Kit--.tSc. The j kit-, - sl.sn 
Modern Miniature Aircrsfl Co., Auburn, .Mass. 



> MONEY WANTED 



CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 



bought,") Lcif Mountain, Pisgalf) Alan 

DETECTIVES 

Detective?. Work home or travel, Esperil 
unnecessary. Particulars free. Write Geo 
Wagner, 2i'jg Broadway, K. Y. 

HELP WANTED— INSTRUCTION 

" Wanted Immediately. Men— Women, 1H-55, qi 
ifv ,.::c,.. f.-.i IVraiaiunt Guvcrruiicul iVsili. 
}i()5-f;.v:i in...:!:; experience not required; vs 

HWttncrion Bureau? 271, St. Louis, Mo., tod 

HOW TO ENTERTAIN 



Send 

Worth, Tex' 



ith Libertj head. (No B 
To pay cash premiums for all rare coi 
or Large Coin Folder. 



, Dept. 151, Ft. 



PERSONAL 



PRINTING OUTFITS AND SUPPLIES 



I $148. Print for others; big ' 

furnished. Write ior catalog pi , 

■, etc. Kelsey Company, Q-07. Meri.l..., 



SONGWRITERS 



d talking songs, blackface sk 

S°S and songs, musica 
.L-,i ■■. ' dialog fret. T. S. 



Rene wr.lers— substantial advance royalties ■-- 
paid on publisher's accc.pl a [ire. Xew llt-ckltt 
"S.,:i:! Rcquiri-menu f.i T; s ltis>fr Pi'm '•■!!," -en 
free. Nowcomer Associates, JS-3 - 



JS3 Earl Bldg., 



ISO RADIO HOOK-UPS 



All the newest hook-ups described with complete 
din (ira ms. Every radio fan and set- owner should 
have a copy for ready reference. Includes crystal 
circuits, single-circuit detectors, audio and RP ampli- 
fier cirouits, superheterodynes and numerous AC and 
DC receiver circuits. 64 pages, with beau- 
tiful colored cover. Price only.. 

Order today from 



25c 




W.I.&5002M 




SUGGESTIONS FOR A STORY SUPPOSED 
TO BE TOLD BY A SATURNIAN 

Permit me to say that the January number is a" 
good as any two previous- which I have read. 
"When the Atoms Failed" was especially good, as 
was the second on the list I enclose. 

The "Addenda" of the second story, however, 



iially, I do 'not, be- 
and radio television, 



.1 the powers 
n who builds 
integraph" is the deatnud 

ijection — c perfectly possible 
S Also, a story by, let us say, n SaturniaD, 
ng the first visit by "Terrestrials." The non- 
m i )(.',v point might l,t a Ui!hr>:ity. however. 

Leon Partridge, 



■ttributed in the story. 
Why n 



Bo* S 



Corn 



It is very hard for the editors -who d< 
e definitely that they consider one number 



ssential to get the opinion of outsiders on a 
ine. All we can do is to pick out good 
i and try to give them in an intelligent way, 
to avoid repetition of the same topic in the 
saue and to get a proper distribution of length 
ries, that is to say, to give a proper number 



\ that their velocity of rotation is very 



Although this is ray first attempt at writing you 
nd the letters crfticiiing Y triem also. 



:o. The Interplanetary stories ore wo. 
I loot for them in every issue. Let's 
ore like "The Skylark of Space. 



:ially good. Among the 



mcuskei Segrcgalor," "The 
ity," "Armageddon-J419" am 
of Han," "The Superperfe 
Purple Death." 

And now the criticism of yi 



:o propulsion by n 



ind "The 
r* First, 



e they da. not know what it 



In the November issue, 
finished, Ronald Scribncr's lei 
deal to think about. In one 
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is 



! f KFD Curler 

! tnitriitflin Burtau, 




•itT, limsW 
......... *OHtad; Aerial nn«i[rBtion. Send noma an^ 

I..t ^^wTlHwgjriU mi (til .onif.rfol AlnUs Mill 

S, 3S7W. MtilliDaSt.,4-K-2Z.ChtIiio 





Write for rB/or»no(H». ^t D >i( tt# NEW 

H-F-E MASTERTONE 

Laboratory- Made Receiver 
Tbo year's outstanding Radio Achievement 
HIGH FREQUENCY [ 



PSt MAKE BIG MONEY 



& MYSTERY GAS LIGHTER 



enacted but in tl 
and in in High £ 



he rest of us enjoy the magazine! 

C. L. Gran B er, Jr. 
308 Commonwealth Ave.. L'hark,i 
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SACK NUMBERS WANTED BY A 
CORRESPONDENT 



Annuals. If sc. what is the pike and what ar 

P.S.— I have read so much of these stories ii 
your "Discussion" column in both the (inane:] 
and Monthly, that I am dyine; u f .;n:..>-|. ■■ iVeadj- 
Ernest^Schilbersky. 

Astoria 



A SET OK AMAZING STORIES FOE SALE 

Editor, Ahaz.ko Sioun: 

Kindly print this in your Discussions Column. 



ith unfailing enthusiasm P Thank 
Joseph Fox, 

2628 S. Beulah St., 

Philadelphia, Pa, 



Magic 




Learn at Home 
—by Mail! 

Quickly t Easily! 

Newl Different! Dr. Harlan Tarbell, 
Famous Magic Wizard, teaches you 
Big Tricks, Illusions, Stage Stunts, 
"Patter" and the Principles of Magic. 
You Seam easily and quickly at home 
by mail. Earn $250 to $1000 a .month. 
Write today for big details. 

Astonish 
Your Friends 

Gain that magnetic popularity that 
makes you the center of any crowd. 
Business and social success is assured 
the man who can perform mystifying 
tricks. You can earn big money either 
on the aide or as a professional, as well 
as being the most popular person in 
your crowd. Why envy others' skill? 
You can learn Magic yourself, quickly, 
easiiy — at home— by mail — during 
your spare time. 

Earn $250 
to $1000 a Month 

Dr. Harlan Tarbell, one of the really 
Great Magicians, has finally opened up 
the secrets of his profession in a com- 
pletely illustrated course offered at a 
merely nominal cost. The apparently 
superhuman doings of the accom* 
plished magician becomes as simple 
as ABC when you just know how. 



the great Tarbell Course in Magic. Ger Our 
Low Prices and Easy Payment Plan. 
Tarbell System, Sue., Studio 11.94 
19» Sunny. l<jo Avenue, Chicago, 111. 

;»•>■>■»■■■ menEIIBMBUBBBBMBL,, 

Tarbell System, Inc., Studloii-v4 I 
I9lt Sunny side Avenue, Chicago, I1L J 
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AMAZING STORIES 



April, 1930 



MACKINNON "FLY MEWS BULLETIN 



DR. NIKOLA TESLA MAPS AMAZING 
ELECTRICAL WORLD OF FUTURE 



□ 



Dr. Nifeoln Tenia 



Wireless Power, Simplified Television, 
Cathode Rays to Revolutionize 
Our Homes and Industries 



Dr. Wkoti Testa, perhaps the greatest electrical wizard alive 
today, forecasts the astounding electrical future of the world, 
not as an Imaginative "philosopher" but as an experimenter 
and exact calculator. 



"Were we to eliminate from our indus- 
trial world the results of Mr. Tesla's work, 
tho wheels of industry would cca.ee to 
turn, our electric trains and cars would 
stop, our towns would he dark, our mills 
dead and idle." Thus does Dr. B. A 
Behrend sum up the far-reaching effects 
of Dr. Teela's great inventions. 

Now this genius who first created man- 
made light hing. filament-less vacuum 
lamps, induction motors, etc., predict a 
miraculous revolutionary developments in 
the electrical world. 

He predicts homes, offices and factories 
throughout the world will shortly be us- 



ing fl!ament-lesB lamps which throw a 
light of indescribable beauty. He pre- 
dicts amazingly simplified television — 
hla del ess turbines — the wireless trans- 
mission of electrical power to homes and 
factories — world -en circling aircraft elec- 
trically driven— high potential cathode 
rays that will penetrate through miles of 
solid substances — and many other inven- 
tions which may sound like miracles to 
you now. but which will become surpris- 
ingly plausible when you read the fasoi- 
nating article, especially authorised ar.d 
approved by Dr. Tesla, In the April 
SCIENCE & INVENTION. Buy your 
copy now — before the stands are sold outl 



RACE PREJUDICE 
KILLED HER LOVE 



Was He "Son of the Gods" 
Or Son of a Street-Walker? 



Sam Lee in tho discovery that tho gli 
which his money could buy for her. 



him she felt only physical repugnance- 
race hatred! Marriage with the son of a 
Chinese merchant was out of the question! 

But he was "a prince from the colored 
clouds" and in the lives of princes strange 
things may happen, as you will learn 
when you read "Son of the Gods" the 
complete film version of Rex Beach's 
great novel, which appears in its entirety 
in April SCREEN BOOK. Now on sale! 



GOLD IN ANTARCTICA 



3RIEF STORIES, 
/alley of Red Ni_s 
i caught breathless: 



DOUBLE MURDER 
MYSTERY IN FLORIDA 



Tn the latest newa dispatch from Sandy 
Acres it was learned that Lihdsey Carver, 
wealthy New York broker, was murdered 
or committed suicide on tho same night 
that his former partner died of poisoning. 
Miss Carver was the first to discover the 
bodies of. her father and his partner in 
the same room of their fishing lodge at 
Sandy Acres, but she could furnish few 

Murder evident, but possible motive 
mystifies authorities. All suspects being 
traced and prosecuting attorney promises 
exciting case. For complete details and 
tiie final outcome read April issue of 
COMPLETF. DETECTIVE NOVEL. 



THROWN OUT OF 
PLANE iN LOOP 



Buddy Bushmeyer. world's premiere 
parachute jumper, vividly describes the 
heart- chilling sensation of being thrown 
out of a plane in a loop — tells what it feels 
like to jump at 12,000 feet elevation with 
a radio transmitter stropped to your back 
■ — and explains the technique of Jumping 
with a telephone wire and talking to the 

Buddy's hair-raising article Is but one 
of many thrillers in the big April-May 
AERO NEWS AND MECHANICS. 
Amelia Earhart, Capt. T^wls A. Yancey, 
Grover Loening and other foremost au- 
thorities make this issue one of the most 
interesting magazines on the news- stands. 
Get your copy today. 



NEW AMPLIFIER 
A RADIO MIRACLE 



RADIO NEWS. 



ALL ON SALE NOW- BUY THEM TODAY/ 
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